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The  first  part  of  the  week  was  hot  and  dry,  brcnging  to  an  end  the  hottest 
July  ever  known  for  Montana  since  Weather  Bureau  records  began  in  i895-  Compared 
WITH  PREVIOUS  years,  THE  PERIOD  MaY  TO  JULY  TH I  S  YE  A  R  WAS  THE  WARMEST  AND  SECOND 
driest  of  any  similar  3-mcnth  period  on  record.  Only  May  to  July,  i9l9,  have  been 
DRIER.  Figures  are  largely  incomplete,  but  a  sufficient  number  of  representative 
reports  has  been  received  to  indicate  at  this  time  that  the  average  PRECIPITATION 
for  July  will  be  less  than  5U  i-er  cent  of  normal,  and  that  the  average  for  the 
PERIOD,  May  to  July,  inclusive,  will  be  around  57  fer  cent  of  normal. 

The  last  half  or  the  week  was  much  cooler,  and  brought  light  to  heavy  showers 
to  almost  all  parts  of  the  State.  Heaviest  rainfall  occurred  in  the  northern 
SECTION  last  of  THE  DIVIDE.  WHILE  THE  SHOWERS  INTERRUPTED  HAYING,  HARVESTING,  AND 
THRESHING,  THEY  WERE  HIGHLY  BENEFICIAL  TO  PASTURES,  RANGES,  POTATOES,  BEETS,  LATE 
GRAIN  AND  FEED  C  R  J  PS  ,  AND  GARDENS.  SUMMER-FALLOWED  SOILS  KECLIVLD  SOME  M.ISTURE, 

BUT  MUCH  MORE  WILL  BE  NEEDED  BETWEEN  NJW  AND  SEEDING  TIME,  IF  MiUCH  SEED  IS  TO  BE 
PLANTED,  AND  I  THAT  V.H  ICH  IS  PLANTED  IS  To  GET  A  START.  SOME  UNSTACKED  HAY  WAS 
DAMAGED  . 

Harvesting  of  wheat  has  largely  been  completed.  A  little  remains  green  or 

RIPENING  IN  scattered  DISTRICTS  IN  THE  '.VEST  AND  EXTREME  NORTHEAST.  'WHEAT  HAS  BEEN 
LIGHT  IN  WEIGHT  AUD  YIELD,  BUT  GENERALLY  HAS  A  HIGH  PROTEIN  CONTENT.  AsiDE  FROM 
THE  EXTREME  NORTHEAST,  THERE  HAS  BEEN  ALMOST  MO  GRAIN  TO  HARVEST, ON  THE  DRYLANDS  OF 
THE  E.,ST.  In  the  CENTRAL  SECTI  ON,  r  ERHAFS  35  TO  50  PER  CENT  -  IN  MANY  PLACES  NOTH¬ 
ING  -  OF  THE  ACREAGE  ORIGINALLY  SOWN  i.'N  DRYLANDS  WILL  BE  HARVESTED,  |N  MOST  PLACES 
WHEAT  HAS  N-T  YIELDED  MORE  THAN  1  TO  5  BUSHELS  AN  ACRE. 

Irrigated  cr^ps  made  better  GRO'/'AnH  the  last  half  of  the  week.  Cc-ns  id  erable 
irrigated  grain  has  been  harvested,  with  average  yields  except  W'HERE  damaged  by 

GRASS  HO  P  P  ERS  OR  ViT'.  ERE  THE  SUPPLY  OF  WATER  HAD  BEEN  CURTnILED  EARLY  IN  THE  SEASON. 

The  SECOND  CR  .-P  of  alfalfa,  H'jWEVER,  HAS  BEEN  M-:' STLY  LIGHT,  SUGAR  BEETS  HAVE  CON¬ 
TINUED  To  make  good  PROGfESS.  RA  i  N  S  HELPED  P-..TAT0E3  AND  GARDENS.  BeANS  ARE  RE¬ 
PORTED  IN  GOOD  COmDITI'JN.  MUSTARD  IS  BEING  HARVESTED.  THRESHING  OF  PEAS  CONTINUED 

wi!Th  variable  results. 

Grasshopper  damage  continued  to  decrease,  but  false  chinch  bugs  were  reported 

DOING  CwNS  1  DERABLE  DAMAGE  TO  POTATOES,  CORN,  AND  GARDENS. 

Pastures  and  ranges  were  helped  s-^me  by  rains  at  the  close  of  the  week.  Prin¬ 
cipal  RELIEF  CAME  THROUGH  REPLENISHMENT  OF  STOCK  WATER.  SEVERAL  AREAS  REPORTED 
HAULING  OF  WATER  FOR  SHEEP  EARLIER  IN  THE  WEEK.  MUCH  FEED  13  BEING  SHIPPED  IN  TO 
THE  DROUTH  SECTIONS,  AND  EVERY  EFFORT  IS  BEING  MADE  TO  SAVE  AS  MUCH  ROUGHAGE  AS 
POSSIBLE  FOR  MIXING  WITH  C  ON  C  EN  T;- ATES  .  DaIKY  FRCDUCTIwM  HAS  FALLEN  OFF  WITH  THE 
DRYING  UP  OF  PASTURES.  WHILE  THE  CONDITION  OF  LIVESTOCK  I.EMAINED  UNCHANGED  IN  THE 
WEST,  FURTHER  DECLINE  WAS  REPviPTED  FOR  THE  EAST.  HEAVY  M  V  E  ME  NT  OF  LIVESTOCK  CON¬ 
TINUES  FROM  THE  DR'OUTH  SECTIONS.  S'^'f.'E  EASTERN  SECTIONS  HAVE  REDUCED  RANGE  STOCK 
AS  MUCH  AS  90  PER  CENT.  C N  S I  DE  RqB  L  E  EASTERN  MONTANA  L1VEST..^CK  ARE  BEING  MOVED  TO 
THE  EXCELLENT  GRA.S  SECTIO.NS  IW  THE  WESTERN  PART  OF  THE  STATE.  IHE  BULK  OF  LIVESTOCK, 
HOWEVER,  MOVED  FROM  THE  DR.UTH  SECTl  -NS  IS  BEING  SOLD. 
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Helena,  Montana, 

August  5,  19  36. 


The  Following  County  SuiVim  ar  i  es  of  Crop  Conditions  for  V/eek  Ending  August  [,  19  36, 

ARE  F’URNISHED  THROUGH  THE  COURTESY  OF  DIRECTOR  J.  C.  TAYLOR,  MONTANA  STATE 
EXTENS  I  ON  SERV  I  CE.. 

BEAV  ERHEAD ;  Light  to  heavy  showers  scattered  over  the  county.  High  temperatures 
PREVAILED.  Wild  hay  crop  good;  larger  crop  second  cutting  ALFALFA 
THAN  IN  1935.  Ranges  still  holding  ,u  p  and  have  been  aided  the  past  'week  v;ith  rains. 
Some  drouth  stock  is  being  purchased  and  moved  into  the  county.  Local  stock  in 

EXCELLENT  SHAPE.  LABOR  SITUATION  NORMAL.  VERY  LITTLE  LOSS  FROM  HOPPERS. 

BIG  HORN;  Continued  dry  and  hot  weather  has  prevailed  during  the  past  week. 

Combining  of  winter  wheat  about  dole,  with  reported  yields  varying  from 
ONE  TO  FIVE  bushels  PER  ACRE  ON  N  0  N  -  1  RR  i  G  A  TE  D  .  ThRESHING  UNDER  WAY  IN  THE  VALLEY 
WITH  DISCOURAGING  YIELDS  REPORTED.  SECOND  C  UTT 1  N  G  0  F  HAY  BEING  CUT.  RANGE  13 
SETTING  SHORTER  EVERY  DAY.  LIVESTOCK  I  N  FA  1  R  CONDITION.  SHIPMENTS  TO  BOTH  BiLLINGS 
AND  EASTERN  MARKETS  CONTINUING.  LABOR  ABSORBED  EY  W.P.A.  PROJECTS,  ONE  OF  WHICH 
13  THE  Big  Horn  County  Court  House,  which  started  this  week. 

BLAINE:  Weather  conditions  coittinued  hot  and  dry  during  the  v/eek.  No  precipitation 
SINCE  Saturday,  July  25th,  at  which  time  a  light  shower  fell  in  the  west 
END  OF  the  county.  S  0  ME  H  AR  V  EST  1  N  G  BEING  DONE  ON  DRY  LAND,  WITH  YIELDS  OF  V'/HEAT 
RUNNING  FROM  TWO  TO  THREE  BUSHELS..  HARVEST  OP  SMALL  GRAINS  IN  IRRIGATED  SECTION 
WELL  UNDER  V:'AY.  SeCOMD  CUTTI-NG  OF  ALFALFA  ALSO  UNDER  WAY,  W|i  T  H  FAIR  YIELDS  REPOR¬ 
TED.  Irrigated  crops  doing  very  nicely.  Livestock  situation  serious.  Springs  and 
CREEKS  ARE  DRYING  UP  RAPIDLY.  WaTER  NOW  BEING  HAULED  TO  SHEEP  'WITH  TRUCKS.  HeAVY 
SH II  PM  ENTS  OF  STOCK  ARE  BEING  MADE  TO  MARKET. 

CARBON:  Wheat  crops  and  some  oat  crops  being  harvested  in  the  Joliet  and  Clarks 

Fork  Valley  areas.  Second  crop  of  , alfalfa  is  making  fai  r  progress  in  east 
portion  of  the  county.  H'SPPER  poison  Mil  XING  PLANT  IS  CLOSED  DOWN  AT  JOLIET  AND 
HOPPER  DAMAGE  SEEMS  TO  BE  CONSIDERADLy  LESSENED.  [  J I  X I  N  G  PLANT  STILL  OPEN  IN  ROBERTS 
Belfry,  and  Luther  areas..  The  peak  of  the. hopper  damage  has  not  yet  been  reached 
IN  THE  Luther  territory.  Much  livestock  is  being  trucked  to  Billings  market. 

CASCADE:  No  relief  from  the  hot  dry  'weather  of  the  past  two  weeks.  The  harvesting 

OF  SMALL  GRAINS  ON  DRY  LAND  IS  WELL  UNDER  WA'i',  WITH  A  WHDE  RANGE  OF 
YIELDS..  REPORTED.  k  VERY  FEW  FIELDS.  IN  u  N  E;  F  .ART  3  CU  LA  R  AREA  IN  THE  COUNTY,  WHERE  A 

RAIN  IN  August  1935  improved  m-’isture  conditions,  ai.e  returning  fair  yields.  Most 

OF  THE  wheat  FIELDS  IN  THE  BALANCE  OP  THE  COUNTY,  HOWEVER,  THAT  ARE  GOOD  ENOUGH  TO 
HARVEST,  ARE  .ReTU  RN  1  N  G  Y  1  ELDS  FROM  i  TO  5  DUS.HELS  PER  ACRE.  FARMERS  ARE  HARVESTING 
everything  worth  WHILE.  C..EEKS,  SPRINGS,  AND  WELLS  IN  THE  SOUTHEASTERN  PART  OF  THE 
COUNTY  are  practically  ALL  Df^lED'  UP.  CuliCKETS  AND  GRASSHOPPERS  AlvE  CONTENUING  TO 
DAMAGE  THE  REMAINING  GRASS  LEFT  O.N,  RANGES,  AND  HO^PE^^S  ARE  STARTING  TO,  MOVE  INTO 
THE  irrigated  SECTlOf'IS.  C'RwPS  ON  IRRJGATED  LAND  CONTJNUE  TO  DO  WELL  AND  SHOW  PROM¬ 
ISE  OF  FA'IR  to  GOOD  YIELDS.  F  EE  D  SUPPLIES  IN  THE  COUNTY  ARE  NUT  SUFFICIENT  TO  TAKE 
CARE  OF  THE  NEEDS  OF  THE  LIVESTOCK,  AND  LARGE  NUMBERS  ARE  CONTINUING  TO  MOVE  OUT  OF 
THE  COUNTY,  EITHER  TO  FEED  OR  TO  MARKET.  MANY  =^OREST  FIRES  IN  THIS  PART  OF  MONTANA 
ARE  reported  TC  HAVE  DONE  CUNSIDEKABLE  DAMAGE  TO  FOREST  AND  GRASS.  CaTTLE  ARE  MOV¬ 
ING  TO  MARKET  RAPIDLY  AT  UNSATISFACTORY  PRICES. 

CHOUTEAU:  Continued  dry,  with  extreme  H■..:■T  weather  during  the  entire  week,  with  no 
PRECIPITATION.  Harvest  of  small  g.rains  cor.pleted  and  it  is  doubtful  if 

FARMERS  WILL  HARVEST  THEIR  SEED.  MANY  ABANDONED  FIELDS,  AND  LIVESTOCK  BEING  TURNED 
INTO  THE  FIELDS.  CORN  CROP  IS  PRACTICALLY  A  FAILURE  AND  N 0 N- 1 R R 1 G ATE D  GARDENS  ARE 
OF  NO  VALUE.  .SOME  FEED  SHIPPED  .INTO  THE  COUNTY  AND  LIVESTOCK  SHIPMENTS  OUT  CONTIN¬ 
UING.  Very  small  amount  of  m..istur'e  in  the  summer-fallow  ground,  and  conditions 
FOR  fall  seeding  ARE  VERY  POOR.  P  A  LL  SEEDING  'A  1  LL  BE  C  U  rRT  A  IL  ED  UNLESS  ADDITIONAL 
MOISTURE  IS  RECEIVED  BETWEEN  NOW  AND  SEEDING. 

CUSTER  -  PO'v\OER  RIVER:  Somevwhat  cooler  forepart  of  week.  Precipitation  0. 

Irrigated  hay  and  beets  doing  better  since  grasshoppers 

ARE  disappearing.  WaTER  SUPPLY  IS  RUNNING  LOW,  BUT  MAY  LAST  THROUGH  THE  SEASON, 

False  chinch  bug  damage  has  been  severe  on  potatoes,  corn,  and  gardens.  Range 
CONDITIONS  unchanged.  LARGE  NUMBERS  OF  CATTLE  ARE  CHANGING  HANDS  FOR  IMMEDIATE 
DELIVERY.  CONDITilON  OF  MANY  HERDS  DETERIORATING,  AND  OPERATORS  WHO  PLANNED  TO  HOLD 
UNTIL  fall  are  NOW  SELLING.  EV/ES  AMD  EARLY’laMBS  DOING  FAIRLY  WELL;  LATE  LAMBS  ARE 

POOR.  Not  many  sheep  being  sold,  as  there  are  few  buyers. 

DANIH-S:  No  precipitation.  Hot  and  pry.  Harvesting  in  full  swung.  Wheat  averag¬ 
ing  2  TO  3  bushels  per  acre;  a  few  fields  gp.ung  as  high  as  8.  Much  of  it 

IS  NOT  WORTH  HARVESTING.  MANY  FARMERS  HAVE  RIGGED  -OUT  S  TK  A'W-S  A  V  1  N  G  DEVICES  ON 
COMBINES  AMD.  IMPROVISED  ATTACHMENTS  FOR  COMBINE  PLATFORMS.  HEADING  IS  COMMON. 

Livestock.  in..go.gd  conditiion.  Many  Ai^e  crRAz  ing  off  poorer  grain  fields. 

DAWSON;  DRY  -  s.easonaely  hot.  Occasional  fields  of  cokn  continue  to  withstand 

Df^OUTH  AND  WILL  PROVIDE  SOME  FEED,  ALTHOUGH  HOPPERS  !N  SOME  AREAS  ARE 
BEGINNING  TO  DAMAGE  IT.  I  HE  BULK  F  THE  FIELDS,  HOWEVER,  'WILL  PRODUCE  VERY  LITTLE. 

Some  small  grain  fields  have  been  gone  over  for  feed,  but  the  total  quantity  is 
SMALL.  Some  heading,  has  also  been  in  progress,  and  seed  is  being  harvested  on 

SCATTERED  AREAS.  FIELD.W'O.RK  ON  MANY  PLACES,  H-WEVER,  I  S-  AT  A  COMPLETE  STANDSTILL. 

Movement  of  stock  is  somewhat  heavier,  and  with  failure  of  Thistles  to  sh..-'W  any 

APPRECIA-SLE  GilO'WTH  FOLLOWI  NG  THE  M-"'  1  STU  RE  OF  THREE  WEEKS  AGO,  MANY  GR'OWE'RS  ARE  MAK¬ 
ING  PLANS  TO  DISPOSE  OF  THE  BULK  OF  THEIR  HOLIINGS.  GRASSHOPPERS  COrATINUE  TO 
DAMAGE  GRASS  AMD  C  RC'  PS  . 

FALLON  -  CARTER:  No  p  rec  i  p  i  tat  i  c  n.  Hot,  sultry  weather.  All  crop's  abandoned  with 

:  '  EXCEPTION  OF  a  FEW  FI  ELDS. OF  CORN.  LIVESTOCK  CONTINUES  TO 

MOVE  RAPIDLY,  WITH  CONSIDERABLE  OUTSIDE  .BUYERS  IN  THE  AREA.  EVERY  FARMER  AND  STOCK- 
MAN  IN  NEED  OF  and  LOOKING  FOR  WORK.  ReD  BUTTES  1  R  K  I  GAT  I -jN  PROJECT  STARTED,  WITH 
approximately  60  MEN  WORKING.  _  .  ,  ' 

FLATHEAD;  Growing  conditions  poo.r  due  to  high  temperatures.  Peas  nowbeing  threshe' 

- Yields  of  around  15  bushels  being  reported  from  the  Creston  area. 

Winter. wheat  being  cut,  and  some  fields, be  ing  combined.  Barley  and  oats  matur-ing 
rapidly.  Potatoes  suffering  from’lack  of  m  isture,  although  a  good  rain  would  help 

THE  YIELD  IMMENSELY.,  SPRING  WHE/>T  RIPENING  RAPIDLY.  Su.ME  EARLY  FIELDS  DEING  CUT. 
Livestock  in  good  condition.. 


(Continued  on  Page  2.) 
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GALLATIN:  Clear  and  v/arm;  temperatures  high.  Grain  harvest  in  full  svi/ung,  includ- 

ING  BOTH  SPRIiNG  AND  '.VINTER  V/HEAT,  BARLEY,  AND  OATS.'  SECOND  CUTTING  OF 
HAY  STARTED,  WITH  PROSfECTS  OF  YIELDS  C  Oii  S I  DEB  A  B  LY  REDUCED  OVER  FIRST  CUTTING  DUE 
TO  LACK  OF  IRRIGATION  WATER.  STACKING  OF  TIMOTHY  AND  CLO  V  ER  «0  MPLE  TED  .  SHIPMENT 
OF  HAY  FROM  THE  VaLLEY  TO  DROUTH  AREAS  CONTINUES.  GRASSHOPPER  POISONING  BEING 
CARRIED  ON  AS  PROTECTION  FOR  NEXT  YEAR'S  C RB P .  VERY  HEAVY  SECOND  BROOD  OF  WEBWORM 
MILLERS  IN  FLIGHT  IN  A7ESTERN  PART  OF  COUNTY.  DaIRY  PRODUCTION  FALLING  OFF  DUE  TO 
DRYING  UP  OF  PASTURES.  ■  '  ' 

GARF  lELO  -  PETROLEUM:  No  precipitation.  General  growing  cold  i  tTons  very  poor. 

Crops  remain  practically  the  same  the  fast  three  or  four 

WEEKS,  WITH  NO  HARVEST  FOR  GRAIN  AND  VERY  SMALL  ACREAGES  HARVESTED  FOR  FEED. 

There  is  practically  no  variatio;«.  between  the  various  classes  or  crops  as  to  their 
GENERAL  PRODUCTIVITY  STATUS.  ThE  MOVEMENT  OF  LIVESTOCK'  IS  CONTINUING  FROM  BOTH 
COUNTIES,  CERTAIN  HERDS  BEING  PRACTICALLY  DEPLETED  NOW,  W'HILE  OTHERS  WILL  BE  HELD 
SIX  WEEKS  TO  TW  0  MONTHS .  Th  E  AV  ER AGE  CO  NDIT  ION  OF  L I  V  ESTOC  K  GOING  OU  T  1  S  FA  I R  TO 
GOOD. 

GLACIER:  No  precipitation.  HwT  and  drying  winds.  Dr-juth  continued  unabated. 

Vi/heat  harvest  began  in  southern  part  of  county.  OnlybesT  fields  being 
cut;  yields-  range  from  2  to  6  BUSHEL^  PER  ACRE.'  TeS  T  WEIGHT  RUNnING  FROM  53  TO  57 
POUNDS  PER  BUSHEL.  PROTEIN  16  TO  18‘/j.  GRASSHOPPERS  AND  VARIOUS  OTHER  INSECTS 
DAMAGING  CR'OPS  AND  GARDENS.  MORE  WATER  H'OLES  AND  S  PR  I  i.  GS  DRIED  U  P  D  U  R  |i  N  G  WE  E.K  , 

THUS  CURTAILING  USE  OF  R/N  GE  IN  THOSE  AREAS.  LIVESTOCK  IN'  POOR  TO  EXCELLENT  COMt 
DITION  DEPENDING  ON  RANGE  THEY  AREBEING  RUN  ON. 

GOLDEN  VALLEY  -  .MUSSELSHELL;  No ,  p  rec  I'p  1  TAT  lo  N.  No  i.vIPROVement  in  weather  and  crop 

'  CONDITIONS  since  LAST  REPORT.  NO'  CHANGE  IN  LIVESTOCK 
S  ITU  AT  ION.  ■ 

HILL:  .01  IN.  PRECIPITATION  RECORDED  FCR  THE  PAST  WEEK.'  ANOTHER  WEEK  OF  CONTI-NUED 

HOT,  DRY  WEATHER  WITH  NO  Pi .  EC  I  P  I  TAT  I  ON.  ,  HAS  MADE  CONDITIONS  EXTREMELY  S  E  R- 

luus.  Movement  of  livestock  out  -of  c-unty,  contiinues  and  producers  are  attempting 
T-'j  LOCATE  FEED  SUPPLIES  FOR  WINTER.  . 

JUDITH  BASIN:  Hot  and  dry.  No  p  i-.’ec  i  p  i  tat  ion  .  Most  of  the  grain  in  the  county  is 
NOW  SEII  NG  harvested,  AND  YIELDS  ARE  GOING  FROM  1  TO  7,SU.;  ONE,  OR 
TWO  FIELDS  IN  THE  COUNTY  WILL  YIELD  AS  HIGH  AS  10  BU  .  ONLY  ABOUT  50/j  OF  THE  TOTAL 
ACr<£AG£  WILL  BE  HARVESTED  FOR  GRAIN.  MOST  CF  THE  REMAINING  ACREAGE  WILL. BE  CUT  FOR 
HAY  jR  USED  AS  PASTURE.  HAY  CfT.-P  IS  P  RACT  I  CA  LLY  ALL  TA  KE  N  CARE  OF;  THERE  WILL  BE 
NO  SECOND  CK..  P  OF  ALFALFA  OR  SWEET  CLOVER.  'QUALITY  wF  THE  GRAIN  Wl  LL  BE  VERY  LOW 
SINCE  CONSIDERABLE  AM  UiOT  OF  SPRING  WHEAT  IS  MIXED  V/ITH  'WINTER  WHEAT  AND  GRASS¬ 
HOPPERS  ARE  MIXED  WITH  THE  THRESHED  GRAIN  TO  A  LARGE  EXTENT.  ThE  TEST  WEIGHT  OF 
THE  WHEAT  RANGES  FROM  52  TO  57  LBS.  k  ER  BUSHEL.  KERNELS  VERY  SHRIVELED.  WaTER 
CONDITIONS  FOR  LIVESTOCK  BECOMING  CRITICAL.  HEAVY  SHIr’MENT  HAS  N-OT  STARTED,  uUT 
WILL  START  VERY  SOON.  :  .  '  ,  , 

LAKE:  The  weather  has  been  hot,  to  the  extent  That  all  grains  have  ripened  earlier 
THAN  ordinary,  WITH  SOME  SPRING  WHEAT  .W-;  DRY  LAND  BEING  SHRIVELED.  NO 
precipitation,  and  n.)  wind.  Harvest  of  fall  qIv’ain  about  completed  and  spring  grain 

MOSTLY  READY  TO  CUT  EXCL'PT  A  ,  SMA  LL  A.MO'UNT  OF  LATE  SEEDItMGS  UNDER  IRRIGATION. 

Other  g  -a  ins  ab  ut  ave..age.  .S'Ome  good  oat  fields  standing.  No  sh-MnTage  of  pasture 

AND  NO  pasture  FOR  RENT.  Ha'y  BEING  PURCHASED  AT  AVERAGE  OF  $'10  PER  TON  IN  THE 
STACK,  WITH  POSSIBLY  ONE-THURD  CF  TONNAGE  IN  HANDS  CF  DEALERS  AT  PRESENT.  INSECT 
TRO  UBLE  NO  T  SERIOUS. 

LEvVliS  &  CLARK  -  BROADV/ATER :  Genera'llY  high  temperatures,  which  have  had  adverse 

■  ^  EFFECT  ON  C  R  jPS  AND  RANGE  CROPS.  WINTER  WHEAT  YIELD¬ 

ING  ONE-HALF  TO  TWvi— T.HI  RDS  OF  EXPECTED  PRODUCTION.  STRAW  'AND  STAND  INDICATES  HIGH 
•YIELDS,  BUT  KERNELS  POORLY  FILLED.  G  RA  S  S  H  P  P  ERS  INTERFERRING  WITH  SECOND  GROWTH  OF 

alfalfa..  Hopper  and  drouth  damage  makes  pasture  fur  stock  a  problem  in  some 

COMMUNITIES. 

MADISON  -  JEFFERSON;  Prec  i  p  i  tat  i -.jN  .02  inch.  Somewhat  cooler  and  dryer  than  pre- 

.CEDING  WEEK.  HARVESTING  OF  MFA'DOW  HAYS  WELL  ADVANCED  IN  MOST 

SECTI-jNS,  with  SOME  ACTIVITY  1  TH  THE  SEC.'ND  CROP  OF  ALFALFA  IN  A  FEW  LOCALITIES. 
Gras  SHOPPER  .  I  NFESTAT  1  ON  REMAINS  SERI...US  ALONG  THE  EAST  SIDE. OF  BOTH  MaDISON  AND 

Jefferson  counties,  the  upper  Ruby  Valley. and  vari  -us  other  scattered  localities. 
Many  secti.-ns  of  range  have  been  severely  '  da  mageo  ,  Harvesting  of  the  seed  pea 
CROP  is  well  under  way  and  much  .JF  the  grain  is  ready  or  nearly  ready  to  cut. 
Livestock  conditions  remain  FAvci^ASLE  except  in, the  secti,.ns  where  grasshopper 

DAMAGE  TO  THE  RANGE  HAS  BEEN  SERI-.  US  OR  WHERE  IT  HAS  BEEN  EXCEPTIONALLY  DRY. 

Several  stockmen  from  the  dr  .uth  areas.of  the  state  have  passed  through  during  the 
PAST  week  looking  FOR  RANGE  AND  HAY.  Ab.  UT  20  CARS  OF  SHEEP  AND  CATTLE  CAME  INTO 
the  vVhitehall  areas  during  the  week. 

MISSOULA:  Hot  and  dry  all  week.  Heat  has  done  some  damage  to  sprung  grain  on 

DRY  land.  CU'ITING  WINTER  GRAIN  NEARLY  COMPLETED.  DRY  SPRUNG  GRAIN  CUT¬ 
TING  WELL  started.  iKrvlGATED  GRAIN  NEARLY  READY  T'-  CUT.  SeC-.N'D  C  R-.‘  P  ALFALFA  BEING 

CUT  NOW.  Sugar  beets  and  Pv.taT'.es  making' gojd  gicowth  now.  Upper  ranges  still  in 
FAI'R  Tj  G'jjD  C-PNDITION.  LOW'ER  RANGES  D.R  Y.  LIVESTOCK  IN  GOOD  CuND|Tl.-N.. 

PARK:  Dry  and  h  t  dur«nc  the  past  week,  with  light  sh  wers  received  in  scattered 
AREAS.  Severe  .burning  o.f  ck.-ps  an.d  hopper  damage  has  reduced  the  crop  out¬ 
look  IN  Park  County-  ver.y  materially  the  FAsf  week.  Livestock  are  in  fair  conoition. 
However,  range  is  being  burneo  up  and  eaten  off  by  h  ppers  in  some  localities. 

Gjco  pasture  is  bec  -,.,ing  exceedingly  scarce.  Hay  has  been  shipped  out  of  the  county 
IN  alarming  quantities,  which  PR'SENTS  a  Pf^-^BLEM  THAT  PA’RK  C-j  UNTY  MAY  BE  S  H  T>T  OF 
FEED  IF  A  N -0  RMA  L  W  I  NTER  FOLLC'v't'S. 

PHILLIPS:  Continued  h  ;■  t  dry  weather;  ipo  p  .iec  i  p  i  tat  1'.7n  .  Harvesting  of  barley  and 
WHEAT  in  progress  IN  li-OMGATED  SECTI-N,  Y 1  'EL  D£  LIGHT  DUE  TO  EXTREME 
heat,  Insect  damage  still  m..-dei^ate  in  Valley.  Some  bluejoint  being  cut,  with  l-..w 
TONNAGE  REPOTTED.  No  DRY  4A  N  0  C  RP' PS  .  LIVESTOCK  LOSING  CONDITION.  INDICATIONS  ARE 
THAT  HEAVY  SHIPMENTS  W  i]  L  L  TAKE  PLACE  IN  THE  NEXT  TV'T)  WEEKS.'  SMALL  OPERATORS  HOLD¬ 
ING  BACK. 
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PRAIRIE:  Weather  very  hot.  Slight  precipitation  during  Friday  night  in  some  parts 

OF  THE  COUNTY.  THERE  IS  MO  CROP  IN  PrAIRIE  COUNTY  DUE  TO  DROUTH,  HEAT, 
AND  INSECT  PESTS.  LlVESTOOK  IS  IN  FAIR  SHAPE,  CONSIDERING  THE  HEAT,  PESTS,  AND 
SHORTAGE  OF  WATER.  STOCKMEN  FACE  A  SERIOUS  SITUATION,  WITH  NO  FEED  TO  GO  INTO  THE 

Vi/iNTE5.  Farmers  looking  for  work. 

RICHLAND:  No  precipitation  fell  during  the  'veek.  Weather  slightly  cooler  during 
’’  THE  first  part  OF  THE  WEEK  AND  FAIR  GROWING  CONDITIONS.  HARVESTING  OF 

GRAIN  IN  FULL  SWliNG,  BOTH  In'dRY  LAND  AND  IRRIGATED'  PAF^TS,  BUT  YIELDS  ARE  RUNNING 

VERY  LOW.  Reports  from  the  different  parts  of  the  dry  land  area  receiving  yields 

of:  AROUND  ONE  TO  TWO  BUSHELS  OF  WHEAT  WITH  A  LARGE  ACREAGE  THAT  WILL  NEVER  BE  HAR- 

veste-d.  The  false  chinch  bugs  have  appeared  in  large  numbers  in  some  parts  of 
THE  county  and  SEEM  TO  BE  DOING  QUITE  A  LITTLE  DAMAGE  TO  CROPS  SUCH  AS  POTATOES 
AND  GARDEN  CROPS  AND  ARE  ALSO  ATTACKING  CORN.  FIELDS.  THE  LIGHT  SHOWERS  THAT  FELL 
THE  PREVIOUS  WEEK  STARTED  TO  GREEN  UP  GRASS,’  BUT  WITH  CONTINUED  WARM  WEATHER  AND 
DESTRU  CTI' .0  N  BY  GRASSHOPPERS,  VERY  LITTLE  FEED  WAS  PRODUCED.  FARMERS  AND  STOCKMEN 
ARE  MOVING  SOME  LIVESTOCK  TO  MARKET,  AJ-THOUGH  A  GOOD  MANY  OF  THEM  HAVE  TURNED 
THEIR  STOCK  INTO  GRAIN  FIELDS  TO  SALVAGE  V/HAT  FEED  THERE  MIGHT  BE  AND  ARE  HOLDING 
THEIR  STOCK  FOR  HIGHER  PRICES  LATER  ON. 

ROOSEVELT:  Dry,  hot  days  throughout  past  week.  Some  harvesting  attempted  on 

■  NEARLY  EVERY  FARM,  WITH.  RETURNS  FROM  1  TO  5  BUSHELS.  LIVESTOCK  MARKET¬ 
ING  MOVEMENT  VERY  SLOW,  FeED  SITUATION  BETTER  THAN  A  MONTH  AGO  IN  EASTERN  SECTION 
OF  THE  COUNTY,  BUT  BAD  IN  THE  WEST  END. 

ROSESUD:  Irrigated  crops  making  fair  gro'/jTh.  False  chinch  bugs  still  doing  con- 

:  siderable  damage  to  potatoes.  Corn  not  as  seriously  damaged  as  at  first 

EXPECTED.  Orderly  movement  of  sheep  and  cattle  to  feed  and  market  under  way. 

SANDERS;  Mo  precipitation.  Temperatures  continue  high.  'Winter  wheat  harvest  gen- 
erally  completed,  with  yields  fromi  15  to  25  bushels  of  good  quality. 
Spring  grains  prematurely  ripened  from  excess  heat  and  lack  of  moisture.  Low  aver¬ 
age  YIELD.  Second  cutping  of  hay  being  stacked,  v/ith  fail  yields  under  irrigation 

AND  POOR  ON  dry  LANDS.  SEED  PEAS  BEING  HARVESTED  WITH  REDUCED  YIELDS  FROM  EXCES¬ 
SIVE  HEAT  AND  LOV/  MOISTURE.  LOW  YIELD  ALFALFA  AND  CLOVER  SEED  FROM  UNFAVORABLE 
weather  CONDITIONS.  VERY  GOOD  CONDITION.  OF  CATTLE,  WITH  GOOD  FEED  SUPPLY  ON  HIGHER 
RANGES.  Some  grasshoppers  moving  in  on  crops  FROM  RANGE  AREAS,  BUT  TOO  LATE  TO 
CAUSE  MUCH  DAMAGE. 

SHERIDAN:  High  temperatures.  Hot  'winds  rapidly  miaturing  late  grains.  Harvesting 

IN  FULL  SW'ING;  YIELDS  FROM  TWO  UP  TO  NINE  BUSHELS  CF  WHEAT  REPORTED. 

Average  of  that  harvested  yielding  three  to  five  bushels.  Very  little,  if  any, 

OATS  OR  EARLEY  TALL  ENOUGH  TO  BIND,  BUT  WITH  THISTLES  IS  BEING  CUT  FOR  H  AY CORN 
THAT  WAS  KEPT  FREE  FROM  V/EEDS  .MAKING  RAPID  GRO'WTH,  PREMISING  BEST  FOD'DER  IN  YEARS, 
AND  BARRING  EARLY  FROST  SHOULD  PRODU^CE  MATURED  EARS.  GROWTH  OF  THISTLES  INTER- 
FERRING  WITH  HARVESTING  OF  V/H  E  AT  V.'ITH  COMBINES.  AMPLE  FEED  F  0  R  L  I V  ESTO  C  K  ;  HENCE, 
BUT  NORMAL  MARKETING  OF  LIVESTOCK  TO  DATE. 

STILLWATER:  Slightly  lower  ten.per at ures  during  the  'week.  One  small  sho/i/er  the 

FIRST  OF  THE  week.  I.'KIGATED  CROPS  HAVE  CONTINUED  TO  RIPEN  AND  GRAIN 

AROUND  Park  City  being  harvested.  Second  cutting  of  alfalfa  making  fair  grov/th 

IN  IRRl  GATED  SECTIONS.  SUGAR  BEETS  MAKING  GOOD  G  TsOWTH  AND  A  FAIR  YIELD  IS  EXPECTED 
IN  MC6  T  FIELDS.  DECREASE  IN  GRASSHOPPER  NUMBERS  CONTINUING;  SOME  HOPPERS  STILL 
HATCHING.  Poisoning  operations  are  on  the  decf.ase.  Livestock  in  fair  condition 

BUT  FEED  VERY  SHORT.  STEADY  ,M0  VEWlEN  T  OF  CATTLE  TO  MARKET.  SOME  SHEEP  BEING  MOVED 
OUT  OF  THE  COUNTY  TO  PASTURE. 

S'vVEET  GRASS:  Precipitation  was  just  a  trace.  Growing  conditions  good  on  second 
~  CUITING  OF  alfalfa,  WHERE  THE  INSECT  INFESTATION  IS  UNDER  CONTROL. 
There  has  bee.n  no  change  in  the  general  cR'.'P  c ono  i  ti  OiNs  .  Very  small  percentage 

OF  GRAIN  THAT  WAS  SEEDED  FOP.  HARVEST  IS  NOW  IN  SHOCK.  ALL  CROPS  BADLY  DAMAGED  BY 

INSECTS.  Livestock  im  the  forest  reserves  Ai<E  doing  well.  All  stock  that  ordin¬ 
arily  GRAZES  ON  THE  LOWER  HILLS  ARE  N  0 'W  IN  THE  GRAIN  AND  HAY  MEADOWS  WHERE  THERE 
IS  NO  IKR  1  GAT  I '.j  N,  CLEANING  UP  THE  REMAINING  PART  OF  THE  CROP;  JUST  ABOUT  HOLDING 

THEIR  OWN.  Insect  infestation  is  lessening  so ■'■.e'w hat  n:w  and  the  control  pkog^ram 

IS  STILL  BEING  CARRIED  ON. 

TETON ;  Another  week  of  .-ather  '/.'arm  'weather  and  hot  winds  has  hastened  the  ripening 
OF  ALL  CROPS  IN  THE  COUNTY.  TEMPERATURES  HAVE  BEEN  RANGING  FROM  90  TO  95 
FOR  THE  WEEK.  No  PRECIPITATION.  PRACTICALLY  ALL  OF  THE  COUNTY  WITH  EXCEPTION  OF 
IRRIGATED  AND  PORTER  BeNCH  AREAS  ARE  IN  THE  MIDST  OF  HARVESTING  (*RO?£  THAT  PAVE 
PREMATURELY  RIPENED  DUE  TO  THE  EXTf^EME  DR  UT  H  AND  H  ..IT  'A' I  N  DS  .  A  LOT  OF  THE  ACREAGE 
IN  THE  SOUTHEASTERN  PART  0  F  TH  E  COUNTY  IN  BeC  K  AND  POWEI<  AREAS  WILL  NOT  BE  HARVES¬ 
TED.  So  FAR,  YIELDS  HAVE  BEEN  RUNNING  ALL  THE  WAY  FROM  TO  12  BUSHELS  AND 

Weights  55  to  58  pounds  with  high  protein  content.  The  higher  yields  are  in  the 

BETTER  SECTIONS  WHERE  SCATTERED  SHOWERS  HAVE  HELPED  MATERIALLY.  FURTHER  HARVEST¬ 
ING  OF  PEA  CROP  INDICATED  RATHER  LOW  YIELDS,  INASMUCH  AS  THERE  HAS  BEEN  NO  PRECIP¬ 
ITATION,  THE  RANGE  HAS  BEEN  GETTING  STEADILY  'WORSE,  IF  SUCH  IS  POSSIBLE.  LIVESTOCK 
HAVE  BEEN  LOSING  FLESH  PAST  TWO  'WEEKS.  CONSIDERABLE  AMOUNT  HAVE  GONE  TO  MARKET, 

BUT  MOST  OF  OUR  STUCK  IS  IN  FAIR  CONDITION  BUT  W|i  LL  HAVE  TO  EE  MOVED  TO  MARKET 
before  LONG. 

TOOLE:  Hot  and  dry.  Harvesting  going  full  blast  throughout  most  of  county.  Crops 

RUNNING  VERY  LIGHT  IN  WEIGHT  AND  LIGHT  IN  YIELD.  YIELDS  HAVE  BEEN  REPORTED 
FROM  ONE  TO  TWO  DUSHELS  UP  TO  NINE,  THIS  BEING  THE  HIGHEST,  AND  COMES  FROM  THE 

Sweetgrass  Hills  area.  Test  weights  of  wheat  range  between  53  and  55  pounds. 
Harvesting  thr^e  v/eeks  to  month  earlief  than  normal.  Almost  all  farmers  have  some 

DEVICE  TO  save  AS  MUCH  STRAW  AS  POSSIBLE  AND  ARE  CUTTING  AS  MUCH  FOR  STRAW  AS  FOR 

the  yield.  Mustard  crops  in  notithern  part  of  county  running  ab.jut  300  pounds. 

''VaTER  holes  are  RAPIDLY  DRYING  UP;  SOME  MEN  HAULING  V/ATER  AT  PRESENT  TIME.  SEVERAL 
SHIPMENTS  EXPECTED  THIS  WEEK  AND  A  FEW  LAST  WEEK.  LABOR  PLENTIFUL. 
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VALLEY;  Hot  and  no  moisture.  Crops  in  the  northeastern  corner  of  the  county, 

WHERE  some  rain  WAS  RECEIVED  ABOUT  TWO  WEEKS  AGO,  ARE  STILL  GREEN,  ,6  U  T 
ARE  INFESTED  WITH  HOPPERS.  A  SMALL  AMOUNT  OF  GRAIN  IS  BEING  RUN  THROUGH  COMBINES. 

Test  weights  range  from  43  to^  53  pounds.  A  fe'.v  yields  as  hiigh  as  6  bushels,  but 

MOST  OF  WHEAT  MAKING  AROUND  [-g-  BUSHELS.  A  LARGE  ACREAGE  OF  GRAIN  IS  BEING  CUT  FOR 
FEED.  Livestock  movement  to  market  increasing.  A  fe'.v  Mormon  crickets  have  been 
FOUND  in  the  county  THE  PAST  WEEK, 

Vi/H EATLA ND ;  Continued  hot  and  dry.  During  the  past  week,  grasshoppers  in  all  apeas 

IN  THE  county  are  APPARENTLY  MOVING  OUT  AS  THE  INFESTATION  HAS  DEGREASED 
IN  MOST  AREAS.  LIVESTOCK  STARTED  TO  MOVE  OUT  OF  THE  COUNTY  DURIING  THE  PAST  WEEK 
DUE  TO  SHORTAGE  OF  'WATER  AND  FEED.  SEVERAL  STOCKMEN  HAVE  MADE  ARRANGEMENTS  TO  MOVE 
THEIR  STOCK  OUT  TO  PASTURE  AND  FOR  WINTERING.  SOME  STOCK  WAS  PUT  ON  THE  MARKET. 

.VIBAUX;  Weather  cooler  part  of  the  week,  but  some  extremely  hot  days.  Mo  precipi- 

TATIOiN.  A  FEW  COMBINING  WITH  YIELD  OF  1  TO  2  BUSHELS  OF  GOOD  QUALITY  OF 
SEED.  Livestock  moving  gradually.  Hay  prices  too  high  for  ranchers  to  buy, 

THEREFORE  SMALL  AMOUNT  LF  HAY  WELL  BE  BOUGHT.  ALL  POSSIBLE  ROUGHAGE  BEING  GATHERED 
TO  USE  W  ITH  concentrates  .  LIVESTOCK  STILL  KEEPING  IN  FAIRLY  GOOD  CONDI  ITION. 

YELLO •ASTON E:  Mostly  cloudy.  Cooler  first  part  of  week;  hot  latter  part  of  week. 

No  rain.  In  irrc gated  districts,  farmers  have  finished  cutting 

SECOND  CR©P  OF  ALFALFA  -  AVERAGE  YIELDS  LIGHTER  THAN  USUAL,.  ALTHOUGH  IN  SOME  CASES 
GOOD  YIELDS  ARE  REPORTED.  THRESHING  OF  GRAIN  STARTED.  Ea  R  LY  REPORTS  INDICATE 
YIELDS  SLIGHTLY  BETTER  THA-N  EXPECTED.  BEETS  AND  BEANS  IN  GOOD  CONDITION.  PASTURES 
GENERALLY  IN  POOR  CONDITION,  ALTH''UGH  SOMEWHAT  BETTER  THAN  LAST  WEEK  DUE  TO  RE¬ 
DUCTION  IN  NUMBER  OF  HOPPERS.  MIXING  OF  GKASSHOi-’rER  BAIT  FOR  THIS  SEASON  HAS  BEEN 
COMPLETED  ALTHOUGH  PLANT  WILL  BE  KEPT  OPEN  T-J  DISTRIBUTE  BAIT  UNTIL  AUGUST  8tH, 

Last  two  weeks  have  seen  a  veivY  heavy  !;eduction  in  number  of  H'OPpers,  although  in 

SCATTERED  LOCALITIES  HOPPERS  ARE  STILL  REPORTED  TO  BE  QUITE  NUMEROUS.  NOT  MUCH 
CHANGE  IN  LI  VESTOCK  S  I  TU  AT  I  0  N.  CONSIDERABLE  STOCK  STILL  GOING  TO  MARKET. 


He  LEN  A,  _MontanA  , 
August  5,  19  36. 
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Light  scattered  showers  during  the  week  ending  August  11  were  reported 
from  points  in  northeastern  and  central  Montana;  elsewhere  the  week  was  dry  and 
comparatively  warm,  with  maximum  temperatures  ranging  from  ioi  the  extreme 
western  to  aDove  the  hiundred  mark  in  eastern  Montana.. 

Harvesting  of  winter  and  spring  v/heat  continued,  with  the  former  nearing 
completion  and  the  latter  "being  generally  under  way  except  in  irrigated  a.reas . 

Winter  v/heat  yields  except  in  favored  portions  including  most  of  western  Montana 
and  the  irrigated  sections  of  the  Gallatin  and  parts  of  the  Yellowstone  Valley 
have  fallen  much  below  earlier  expectations.  In  the  important  Highwood  area,  of 
Chouteau  County  and  adjacent  western  nortions  of  Lergus ,  crops  that  a  few  weeks 
ago  locked  like  I5  bushels  have  threshed  out  from.  J  to  1’'  bushels,  part  of  this 
loss  ©f  prospect  was  due  to  extreme  heat  during  the  filling  stages  a.nd  part  of  it 
resulted  from  grasshopper  damage  after  the  crop  was  ripe.  In  case  of  spring  wheat, 
the  prospect  is  extremely  poor  throughout  the  major  spring  wheat  counties,  where 
yields  as  lew  as  3  oushels  are  reported  on  early  harvest  returns,  with  the  bulk  of 
reports  below  7  bushels.  Material  abandonment  equal  to  that  of  other  drouth  years 
such  as  1919 >  1931*  and  I934  has  b  ecome  a.pparent  since  July  1.  In  case  of  oats  and 
barley,  outside  of  the  irrigated  acreages  of  these  crons,  the  yield  prospect  is  for 
the  poorest  yields  since  1931-  Hay  yields  are  extremely  poor,  but  all  possible 
acreage,  including  thistles,  is  being  harvested.  In  the  irrigated  valleys,  the 
first  cuttings  of  alfalfa  yielded  a  fair  tonnage.  In  many  cases,  second  cuttings 
have  not  been  made  yet  due  to  the  heat.  Recent  rains  and  cooler  weather  may  yet 
make  more  irrigated  alfa.lfa,  except  possibly  in  southeastern  Montana,  where  rainfall 
has  continued  markedly  deficient,  pry  land  alfalfa  over  most  of  the  eastern  half 
of  the  State  has  been  pastured.  Grain  hays  are  showing  a  very  light  yield,  and  would 
not  have  been  wortn  cutting  except  for  the  scarcity  of  winter  feeds.  Wild  hay  yields 
were  fair  in  the  i.mportant  Big  Hole  Basin  in  southwestern  Montana,  v/here  about  a 
third  of  the  193^  Sta.te  acreage  is  located;  in  the  eastern  half  of  the  State,  prairie 
hay  crops  have  been  largely  pastured. 

Potatoes  have  suffered  a  decrease  in  prospect  as  a  result  of  July  heat. 

Some  irrigated  sections  of  the  State  still  have  prospects  for  a  fair  crop.  The 
non-irrigated  crop  in  many  cases  in  eastern  Montana  dried  out.  This  acreage,  how¬ 
ever,  is  mostly  in  fractional  acre  farm  gardens.  Bean  prospects  have  declined. 

There  will  be  little  dry  laud  acreage  harvested. 

Fruit  prospects  continue  quite  poor  in  western  Montana.  In  case  of  apples, 
growers,  becoming  discouraged  with  the  poor  returns  of  the  past  three  years,  have 
neglected  their  orchards,  which  are  now  showing  the  lack  of  spraying  and  pruning 
as  well  as  proper  irrigation.  Only  about  a  third  cf  a  commercial  crop  is  now  ex¬ 
pected  in  case  of  aoples. 

The  effect  of  the  rains  d'uring  the  week  ending  August  U  have  nov/  become 
apparent  in  freshening  up  the  parched  pastures  and  ranges  in  no rth-centra.1  and 
extreme  northeastern  Montana,  and  have  helped  the  growth  of  thistles,  v/hich  in  some 
localities  will  be  cut  for  forage.  Shipments  of  cattle  and  sheep  have  continued 
from  the  drouth  counties,  with  the  fall  marketings  from  other  sections  promising 
to  be  earlier  than  usual. 


Weekly  Temperature  and  Precipitation  Data. 


Temperature 

Highest  Lowest 


Billings  . 

99 

4s 

Bozeman  . 

90 

48 

Cut  Bank  . 

94 

47 

Glasgow  . 

4i 

Glendive  . 

104 

48 

Great  Falls  . 

102 

4s 

Havre  . 

9S 

50 

HELENA  . 

91 

51 

Kalispell  . 

90 

46 

Lewistown  . 

q6 

43 

Malta  . 

GO 

46 

Miles  City  . 

102 

4s 

Missoula  . 

q4 

p4 

Poplar  . 

162 

46 

Total  precipitation  Sunshine 

This  Yi[eek.  S i nc  e  Apn  .  1  Percent  of  possible 


0.C3 

4.64 

* 

0.16 

4.52 

* 

0.C1 

4.94 

* 

T 

3.9c 

* 

0.01 

4.8^ 

o.o4 

4.44 

* 

0.02 

3.40 

86 

0  .09 

5-^2 

7S 

0.00 

4.19 

90 

0.07 

6.13 

* 

0.02 

3-19 

* 

0.01 

2.55 

7^ 

T 

4.66 

86 

T 

3-73 

+ 

*No  data. 


W.  E.  Maughan,  Weather  Bureau. 
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This  map  shows  the  percentage  of  normal  precipitation 
that  has  occurred  in  Montana  during  the  first  four  months, 
April  through  July,  of  the  1936  crop  growing  season. 

The  upper  of  each  typed  pair  of  figures  indicates  the 
actual  amount  of  precipitation  that  has  occurred  in  that 
respective  area  during  the  period  April  to  July,  inclusive; 
the  "lower  figure  indicates  the  normal  amount  of  precipitation 
for  the  same  area  and  period. 


The  Following  County  Summaries  of  Crop  Conditions  for  Week  Ending  August  S,  193^. 
are  furnished  through  the  courtesy  of  Director  J.  C-  Taylor,  Montana  State 
Extension  Service. 

BEAVERHEAD :  One  good  rain;  few  thiuider  diowers  -  scattered;  drying  winds,  tempera¬ 
tures  high;  nights  cooler.  Ranges  reported  burning;  crops  in  good 
shape;  good  second  crop  of  alfalfa  expected;  second  cutting  under  v/ay.  Estimates 
50^  of  lambs  have  been  contracted. 

BIG  HORN :  Cool  and  cloudy  with  one  shower  fore  part  of  week-  H^t  and  dry  latter 
part  of  week  and  serious  water  shortage  in  the  Lodge  Grass  and  Little 
Horn  irrigated  projects.  Crops  in  irrigated  valleys  beginning  to  show  signs  of 
maturity.  Second  crop  of  alfalfa  reported  to  be  about  one-half  normal.  Practically 
no  harvesting  will  be  d-One  on  dry  lands  of  southe.astern  part  of  county.  ,  Livestock 
still  in  fair  condition.  Large  numbers  of  cattle  being  moved,  mostly  to  eastern 
markets.  Some  livestock  being  turned  in  on  v/inter  whoa.t  stubble  as  pastures  are 
practiceHly  gone.  Decrease  in  insect  and  grasshooper  numbers  apparent. 

BLAI NE ;  -93  inch  of  rain  fell  over  an  IS-hour  period  on  Monday.  Cool;  partly 

cloudy  during  the  week.  Croo  conditions  on  irrigated  land  have  showed  a 
great  deal  of  improvement  during  the  past  week.  Sugar  beets  making  ra.pid  growth. 
Grain  harvest  in  the  valley  well  under  way.  Range  las  shown  no  improvement  since 
the  recent  rain  as  it  will  take  more  moisture  to  cause  any  material  growth  of  grass. 
Livestock  being  moved  to  ma,rket  in  large  volume.  Some  cattle  and  sheep  being 
ship^  ed  to  grass. 

CARBON :  Light  showers  reported  during  the  week-end  in  certain  portions  of  the  coun¬ 
ty.  Most  all  grain  fields  art-  harvested  and  threshing  is  in  progress,  but 
on  account  of  the  hopper  situation  low  yields  are  being  reported,  even  under  irrlg^ 
tion.  The  second  cutting  of  alfalfa  is  being  ha,rvested  at  the  present  time,  but 
although  it  is  below  normal  it  is  better  than  anticipated.  Grasshopper  poisoning 
work  in  county  almost  completed.  Stock  still  being  moved  to  market  and  some  estim¬ 
ates  are  reported  that  to  'J^fo  of  breeding  herds  wil.l  be  disposed  of  on  account 

of  lack  of  feed. 

CASCADE :  Light  precipitation  the  forepart  of  the  week  improved  crops  and  range 

conditions  slightly.  Coni  v/o other  has  also  given  slight  relief  to  live¬ 
stock  and  all  crops.  Feed  shorta,ge  and  insect  damage  continue.  Conditions  of  crops 
on  irrigated  land  continue  to  look  fa.vorable  and  feed  conditions  in  irrigcated  sec¬ 
tions  will  help  stabilize  the  livestock  situation  in  the  cconty  to  a  small  extent. 
Stockmen  cannot  afford  to  pay  for  feed  and  will  have  to  continue  to  liq^uidate  their 
holdings.  Livestock  are  moving  to  market  as  rapidly  as  farmers  can  get  them  there,. 
Some  sheep  are  being  moved  to  outside  areas  for  feed. 

CUSTER,  POY/pER  RIVER:  Cooler,  with  light  showers.  Beets  and  second  crop'  of ‘  alfalfa 

making  good  growth  since  insect  damage  is  lessening.  Range  . 
and  feed  conditions  remain  the  same.  Most  of  the  cows  and  calves  have , been’  sold 
and  delivered.  Some  yearlings  are  being  held  for  fall  shipping.  Not. much  movement 
on  sheep  as  operators  are  trying  to  make  feeder  lambs.  Several ■ contracts  signed . 
for  Hs-lb.  lambs.  Sheep  so  far  have  fared  better  than  cattle. 

DANIELS :  Not  enough  rain  to  improve  pasture  conditions.  Harvesting  moving  along 
rapidly.  AH  grain  short  and  difficult  to  handle.  L ivestock' generally 
in  good- condition.  Movement  to  market  slow  as  yet.  Several  buyers  in' the  county. 

DAWSON :  Cool  forepart  of  week,  with  cloudy  weather,  but  no  precipitation-  Warmer 
at  close.  The  scattered  h''-rvesting  which  has  been  in  progress  the- past 
couple  of  weeks  is  being  coiipleted,  with  numerous  farms  reporting  seed  saved;  other 
localities  failing  to  obtain  sufficient  feed  for  stock.  Movem.ent  of  livestock  to 
market  is  gaining  some  little  momentum  and  a  number  of  growers  losing' hopes  of 
securing  much  additional  feed.  ■  ■  ■ 

FERGUS  ;  Light  precipitation.  The  harvesting  of  spring  and  winter  whea.t  is  being 
rapidly  completed..  A  good  many  acres  arc  not  being  harvested  at  all. 

The  quality  of  wheat  generally  is  poor.  Heavy  livestock  shipments  from  this  sec¬ 
tion.  Some  sections  in  the  east  part  of  the  county  ha.ve  practically  all  of  their 
cattle  shipped  out,  except  a  few  head  of  dairy  cattle  which  they  expect  to  carry 
over  the  winter.  Some  small  amo-onts  of  feed  being  shipped  in  but  as  a  general  rule 
stock  are  being  shipped  because  it  will  be  impossible  to  feed  hay  due  to  high  market 
prices.  The  grasshoppers  are  doing  very  little  damage  at  t'nis  time. 

FLATHEAD :  Slight  showers  throughout  the  week.  Rea  crop  apparently  is  between  60 

and  'JQfo  of  last  year.  Winter  wheot  harvest  well  under  way.  Some  spring 
wheat  being  harvested.  Potato  cron  fair,,  although  a  good  rain  would  make  us  a  big 
potato  crop.  Second  cutting  of  alfalfa  is  rather  poor,  especially  on  dry  land. 
Livestock  0-K.  Pastures  dry.  . 

GALLAT IN :  Warm  and  still  most  of  week.  Grain  harvest  continues  with  moisture  con¬ 
ditions  in  different  parts  of  tae  county  varied.  Stacking  second  cutting 
alfalfa  under  way.  Heavy  shipments  of  hay  both  by  truck  and  rail  from  this  county 
to  the  eastern. part  of  the  State.  This  has  increased  somewhat  since  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  drouth  rates.  Extremely  hot  weather  is  having  some  effect  on  seed  peas, 

GARFIELD  -  PETROLEUM :  Cool  and  dry  conditions  prevailed  during  the  last  week,  with 

a  very  sma.ll  amount  of  precipitation.  The  same  crop  condi¬ 
tions  as  reported  previously.  No  crop  harvest  in  tlae  county.  Livestock  moving 
from  the  counties  .rather,  moderately  somewhat  early  in  the  season.  Livestock 
conditions  fair. 

GLAC lER :  Good  precipitation.  Threshing  -is  practically  completed  in  the  southeest- 
■  ern  section  of  the  county-,  but  it.  is  just  starting  along  northern  section. 
Rain  was  great  benefit  to  range,  wnich  is  greening  up  some.  Late  feed  crops  will 
be  helped.  Stock  reservoirs  were  partially  filled,  and  springs  began  running. 

All.  livestock  is  fair  to  excellent  in  condition..  Recent  moisture  will  delay  any 
forced  marketing,  well  into  normal  season.  The  raa.in  concern  of  livestock  men  is 
winter  feed. 

JUDITH  BASIN :  Light,  precipitation.  Somewhat  cooler.  Combining  and  harvesting 

going  on  in  full  force.  Spring  grain  badly  mixed  with  fall  wheat. 

All  grain  very  light  in  test  v;eight ._  Livestock  still  in  fair  shape.  Gradual  liquid¬ 
ation  taking  place  as  feed  becomes  shorter  and  prospects  for  winter  is  getting 
poorer.  Grasshopper  menace  apparently  somewhat  less  acute. 

(Continued  on  Page  2.) 
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LAK5 :  Good  showers.  Peas  are  about  all- harvested.  Beets  doing  fairly  well.  Grain 
mostly  in  the  shock  or  being  combined.  Second  cutting  alfalfa  well  started. 

No  particalar  shortage  of  water  for  beets.  •  Pastures  only  normal  for  this  time  of 
year.  Few  carloads  lambs  going  to  market  this  week  in  good  condition. 

IilAJISON  -  JE-FFERSON :  Local  showers  improved  growing  conditions.  Shortage  of  irri¬ 
gation  water  in  some  localities.  Threshing  of  peas  and  grain 
started  in  one  or  two  of  the  irrigated  communities  during  the  week.  Some  dryland 
grains  have  been  threshed  on  a  few  farms,  and  combining  is  just  getting  well  started 
in  most  of  the  dry  land  areas.  Some  farmers  are  cutting  and  stacking  their  second 
crop  of  alfalfa  in  areas  where  there  has  been  little  damage  from  grasshoppers. 

Drouth  stock  are  still  coming  into  Madison  and  Jefferson  counties  in  moderate  num¬ 
bers.  Local  stock  are  generally  in  good  condition  and  have  sufficient  feed  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  dry  hoppered-off  areas. 

MIS  SOUL  A :  Light  showers.  Haying  and  harvest  progressing  rapidly.  Some  threshing 
started.  Potatoes  and  sugar  beets  making  good  growth.  Irrigation  water 
from  Missoula  River  still  adequate;  from  mountain  streams,  low.  Livestock  in  good 
condition.  Some  range  or  pasture  available  for  outside  stock.  Local  stockmen 
buying  cattle  from  the  drouth  area. 

MUSSELSHELL  -  GOLDEN  VALLEY :  No  precipitation;  weather  much  cooler.  No  improvement 

in  crop  conditions.  No  improvement  in  livestock  con¬ 
ditions.  Extensive  movement  of  stock  either  to  better  range  or  to  market,  majority 
to  market . 

PARK :  Very  little  rain  received.  Drouth  and  hopper  conditions  still  damaging  crops. 

Harvesting  of  grain  has  started  in  soma  areas  of  the  co^onty.  Livestock  are 
in  fair  condition.  However,  range  is  being  burned  up  and  eaten  off  by  hoopers  in 
some  localities.  Very  little  good  pasture  is  available.  Small  amounts  of  hay  are 
being  shipped  out  of  the  county. 

PHILLIPS :  Light  general  rains.  Rain  will  help  revive  corn,  a  few  late  crops,  and 
thistles.  Will  help  relieve  feed  situation,  but  little  effect  on  range. 
Irrigated  crops  improving.  Second  cutting  alfalfa  reported  better  than  first. 

About  half  of  sugar  beets  late  and  may  be  in  danger  of  frost  injury.  Heavy  ship¬ 
ments  of  livestock  now  being  made.  Conditions  of  range  cattle  genera.lly  fair  to 
good.  Barnyard  cattle  losing  condition.  Water  s'hortage  becoming  acute  all  over 
county. 

PONDERA :  Light  rain  may  a.ssist  some  wheat  to  fill  a  little  mnre,  and  will  also  aid 
in  harvesting  where  combines  are  working.  Harvesting  operations  started 
the  beginning  of  this  week,  using  both  binders  and  combines  and  using  buncher  attach¬ 
ments  for  saving  straw.  Barley  and  oat  feed  is  at  least  85^  below  normal  and  there’  , 
will  be  a  shortage  of  feed  grains.  Grasshoppers  in  the  adult  stage  in  flight  are 
contributing  to  further  damage  and  loss  of  grain.  Poisoning  operations  ceased  this  ■ 
week.  Rains  v/ill  improve  range  and  gra.ss  conditions  and  at  least  preserve  roots  for 
next  year,  but  have  no  feed  value  to  speak  of.  Cattle  will  have  to  be  liquidated 
by  reason  of  lack  of  feed' and  water  in  the  water  holes.  Forced  liquidation  of  sheep 
to  the  extent  of  25^  over  and  above  norm.al  marketings  is  now  almost  assured.  Easy 
flow  0 f  livestock  to  market.' 

PRAIRIE :  Weather  cooler.  Trace  of  precipitation.  There  is  no  crop  in  Prairie 

County.  Crops  too  far  gone  to  salvage  any  for  grain  hay.  Range  condi¬ 
tions  unchanged;  no  grass  a,nd  very  little  water,  necessitating  the  movement  of  quite 
a  percentage  of  livestock  to  market. 

RICHLAND ;  No  precipitation  during  the  week,  but  v/ith  cooler  weather  prevailing. 

Harvesting  of  small  grains  in  full  swing  in  the  irrigated  valley,  with 
some  harvesting  being  done  in  some  parts  of  the  dry  land.  Most  of  the  second  cuttinif' 
of  alfalfa  hay  has  been  put  up  in  the  irrigated  valley.  The  corn  crop  offers  as  a 
whole  one  of  the  best  possible  means  of  obtaining  feed  in  the  dryland  area  of  the 
county,  and  if  additional  moisture  is  received,  will  still  make  considerable  feed. 
Grasshoppers  in  large  numbers,  but  the  damage  being  done  by  other  insects  has  de-' 
creased.  Grov/ers  short  of  feed  are  continuing  to  move  cattle  into  market,  but  no  ^ 
sheep  have  been  moved  to  date. 

RDOSEVELT:  Light  snowers.  Wheat  harvest  about  one-half  done.  N'umerous  carloads 
of  cattle  being  shipped  out,  and  feed  will  soon  have  to  be  shipped  in. 
ROSEBUD :  No  precipitation.  Slight  improvement  of  irrigated  crop  conditions  during 
the  week,  largely  due  to  lessening  of  grasshonper  damage.  Fair  crop  of 
second  cutting  alfalfa  harvested  during  week.  Sugar  beets  making  good  growth.,  .  . 
Moisture  received  during  July  not  sufficient  to  start  growth  of  Russian  Thistles, 
the'  stockmen' s  last  hope  for  a  supply  of  winter  roughage.  Cattle  and  sheep  were 
shipped  and  sold  in  larger  volume  during  week. 

SANDERS :  Light  precipitation.  Continued  clear  and  dry,  with  warm  days  and  cool 

nights.  Winter  wheat  ha,rvost  completed.  All  late  crops  damaged  by  low 
moisture.  Potatoes  and  other  truck  and  garden  crops  fair. 

SHERIDAN :  Light  rain.  Thistles  making  rapid  growth.  Some  wheat  being  cut  for  | 

feed.  Thistle  growth  is  making  it  possible  to  gather  some  v;heat  which 
would  otherwise  be  lost.  Some  farmers  are  having  difficulty  in  removing  thistles  ■  • 
from  wheat  and  thus  there  is  danger  from  heating.  This  is  being  taken  care  of  by  ■ 
laying  in  small  piles  or  by  fanning.  There  will  be  ample  feed  in  the  county,  but  .  , 
individual  farmers  may  be  short  of  feed.  Corn  making  good  grov;„th.  Insect  damage 
has  decreased. 

SWEETGRASS  :  No  precipitation.  Grov^ring  conditions  good  for  ;second  cutting  alfalfa 
on  irrigated  lands.  Crops  poor  on  account  of  heat  and  water  shortage. 

At  present  it  appears  to  be  ^yjo  of  normal  grain  crop  for  harvest  and  a  little 
threshing  for  poultry  feed.  Livestock  on  Forest  Reserves  are  reported  in  good 
shape.  All  livestock  on  lower  ranges  and  ranches  have  been  marketed  or  shipped  out 
for  feed.  Insect  infestation  is  lessening  in  the  valley. 

(Continued  on  Page  3*) 
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TETON :  Light  precipitation.  All  of  county  in  raidst  of  harvesting,  gome  coonuni- 
ties  are  finishing  up  with  their  harvesting  work.  Wild  hay  all  up,  with 
the  second  cutting  of  alfalfa  socn  to  start.  Livestock  still  going  to  laarket. 

TOOLE;  A  general  rain.  Majority  of  crops  harvested  o.t  this  tine.  Wheat  very 

light  and  abandonment  of  many  fields  took  place.  These  are  being  pastured 
off.  Mustard  crops  have  turned  out  better  than  expected.  Recent  rains  will  help 
grazing  materially  in  northern  portion  of  county.  Rains  did  net  help  much  toward 
filling  water  holes  as  they  were  of  a  slow,  drizzling  nature.  A  few  cars  shipped 
out  this  ’.veek.  Some  cattle  losing  v/eight. 

VALLEY ;  General  precipita,t ion.  Farmers  are  endeavoring  to  salvage  some  of  the 
grain  for  a  snmll  amount  of  seed.  Most  of  the  farmers,  however,  are 
attempting  to  salvage  abandoned  fields  for  feed  purposes.  Some  areas  in  county  may 
have  had  enough  precipitation  to  stimulate  growth  of  thistles  which  will  aid  feed 
tonnage.  Where  v/ater  is  available,  fair  second  crop  of  hay  will  be  harvested. 
Livestock  generally  going  dovm  in  weight.  Luring  the  past  ten  days,  stockmen  have 
been  looking  for  pasture  and  feed.  Most  of  the  sheep  men  may  be  able  to  find 
enough  range  for  lambs  until  October  delivery.  Livestock  men  in  most  instances 
will  sell  rather  closely  rather  than  attempt  to  feed  hay. 

WHEATLAND :  Light  shov/ers  in  northern  part  of  county.  Grasshopper  infestation  has 
decreased  considerably  the  past  vireek.  Stockmen  making  arrangements  to 
move  stock  out  of  county  for  wintering.  Shortage  of  feed  and  water.  Some  livestock 
shipments  have  already  been  made. 

WIBAUX:  Light  shower  earlier  part  of  week,  v/ith  cool  weather.  Some  crop  is  being 
harvested,  but  yields  low.  poor  growing  weather  for  corn  because  of  lack 
of  moisture;  however,  some  corn  fields  may  produce  some  feed.  Cattle  continuing  to 
move  out  of  the  county,  with  several  cars  going  to  market. 

YELLOWSTONE;  No  precipitation.  In  irrigated  communities,  fanmers  busy  past  week, 
irrigating  beets,  becuns,  and  alfalfa,.  Bean  crop  In  fair  condition. 

Not  much  activity  in  non-irrigated  districts.  Not  much  change  in  livestock  condi¬ 
tion.  Some  stock  stillgoing  to  market.  No  improvement  in  range  or  feed  situation. 

FALLON  -  CARTER:  Slight  precipitation.  Somev'had  cooler  weather.  All  crons  aban¬ 
doned  with  the  exception  of  a  few  fields  of  corn.  Livestock 
moving  out  of  both  counties  ra,pidly. 
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During  the  first  few  days  of  the  week  ending  August  IS,  moderate  to  heavy 
showers  occurred  throughout  the  counties  lying  Just  -east  of  the  Continental  Divide 
and  in  a  few  central  and  south-central  counties,  hut  the  great  hulk  of  the  State 
received  amounts  too  light  to  he  of  any  benefit.  The  cooler  temperatures  which 
ushered  in  the  week  gaye  way  to  hot  dry  v/eather,  which  carried  day  maxima  tempera¬ 
tures  into  the  upper  ninties  and  above  the  hundred  mark  in  the  plains  area  of  the 
State . 

Harvesting  of  wha,t  grain  crops  escaped  the  drouth  made  rapid  progress,  hut 
results  have  been  generally  very  poor,  with  such  important  wheat  counties  as 
Chouteau,  Hill,  Fergus,  Daniels,  Sheridan,  Roosevelt,  and  Valley  reporting  very 
little  production  above  seed  needs  for  next  year. 

Irriga,ted  crops  are  now  considered  better  than  a  few  we^ks  ago,  -with  grass¬ 
hopper  and  cricket  damage  subsiding  and  local  showers  in  some  places  helping  out 
where  water  supplies  were  low.  Sugar  beets  are  m.aJcing  good  progress  in  the  Milk 
River  and  Yellowstone  Valleys,.  Yellowstone  reports  good  irriga.ted  bean  prospects. 
Tie  pea  harvest  is  completed  in  Flathead  Co''jhty  and  is  under  way  in  the  Gallatin 
Valley.  The  uotato  crop  is  reported  fair  in  the  importa„nt  Fla.thea.d  Valley. 

Very  poor  v.unter  feed  prospect9^''re  reported  from  such  counties  as  Chouteau, 
Fergus',  Phillips:,  Cascp„de,  Hill,  Judith  Basin  and  WhCcUtland,  from  which  consider¬ 
able  livestock  are  now  beginning  to  mo've.  It  is  now  expected  that  not  more  than  a 
fraction  of  the  stock  in  Fergus  and  Cascade  Counties  v;ill  remain  for  winter  and 
heavy  slashes  in  niumbers  are  now  reported  likely  in  a  number  of  counties  westward 
of  the  madn  drouth  area.  In  north-central  and  eastern  counties,  considerable 
thistle  is  being  put  up  for  winter  feed.  Livestock  have  continued  to  move  out  of 
the  southeastern  drouth  counties,  where  the  hay  crop  is  expected  in  some  cases  to 
be  small  for  the  few  tha.t  will  remain  to  winter.  The  area  where  feed  and  range 
pr'^spects  remain  adequate  ■  is- rapidly  being  narrowfed  to  the  counties  west  of  the 
mountains  and  southwestern  Montana  and  the  irrigated-  valleys. 
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The  Following  County  Sunuiarie?  of  Crop  Conditions  for  Week  Ending  August  I5.  193^. 
are  furnished  through  the  ccurtesy  -^f  firector  J.  C-  Taylor,  Montana  State 
Extension  Service. 

BIG-  :  Fev/  scattered  sxiOwers  throughout^^the  county.  Will  not  help  drouth 

situation.  Most  of  the  spring  grain  •  on  irrigated  ground  either  has 
heen  or  is  being  harvested.  A  low  percentage  of  irrigated  seeded  acreage  harvested. 
About  normal  yield  on  harvested  acreage.  Livestock  still  moving  out  of  county 
in  large  n\imbers. 

BLAINE :  IIP  precipitation.  G-rowing  conditions  in  the  irrigated  valley  haTC  been 
fav.orable.  Russian  thistle  has  made  some  grov/th  on  dry  land  and  is  now 
being  put  up  for  stock  feed-  Harvesting  of  small  grains  on  irrigated  land  about 
completed.  Sugar  beet  crop  making  rapid  growth.  Range  now  showing  a  slight  tinge 
of  green  since  last  week's  rain.  Will  need  mere  moisture  to  make  any  improvement. 
Livestock  continues  to  go  to  market  in  large  numbers. 

_GASG^JSj  No  precipitation.  Cooler  weather  the  past  week  has  mitigated  to  some  ex¬ 
tent  drouth  and  insect  damage.  Crops  on  irrigated  land  are  being  harves¬ 
ted  with  fair  yields  reported.  Harvesting  of  dryland  wheat  is  about  75^  conpleted. 
Some  ranchers  planning  to  buy  feed  for  foundation  stock.  Conditions  for  seeding 
fall  wheat  very  unfavorable,  with  no  reserve  moisture  in  the  soil  and  not  sufficient 
surface  moisture  to  sprout  wheat.  Livestock  continuing  to  move  to  market  and  feed. 
Some  feed  being  shipped  into  the  county.  Prices  of  livestock  are  fairly  satisfac¬ 
tory  and  liquidation  is  heavy. 

CARBON :  Light  showers.  lamaging  hail  reported  in  the  Fromberg,  Bridger,  and  Silesia 
areas.  Considerable  damage  was  done  to  the  bean  crop.  Harvesting  of  the 
second  cutting  of  alfalfa  in  full  swing.  Threshing  of  grain  in  progress,  with  fair 
to  poor  yields  on  account  of  the  hopper  damage  and  hot  weather.  Stock  still  being 
moved  to  market  and  no  improvement  in  range,  even  though  there  has  been  some  rain. 

CHOUTEAU :  Continued  dry  and  unusually  hot.  AH  harvest  completed.  Soil  moisture 
very  deficient  for  fall  planting  of  winter  v/heat ,  and  farmers  in  general 
will  not  seed  unless  heavy  fall  rains  occur.  Unusually  heavy  shipment  of  livestock 
and  not  more  than  ten  per  cent  total  livestock  population  will  be  retained  in  the 
county.  Farmers  have  been  busy  during  the  week,  salvaging  straw,  Russian  thistles 
and  other  roughage. 

% 

CUSTER  &  POIiIfLER  RIVER :  Moderately  warm;  light  showers.  Second  crop  of  alfalfa 

under  irrigation  growing  good,  but  will  be  light.  Hay  crop 
as  a  whole  will  be  far  below  local  needs  even  v/ith  the  heavy  liquidation  of  stock. 
Beets  continue  to  make  good  growth.  Late  garden  crops  improving  since  insect  damage 
is  decreasing,  practically  all  cattle  gone  or  sold  for  immediate  delivery,  except 
in  scattered  areas.  Most  sheep  outfits  feel  they  can  make  feeder  lambs,  but  dis¬ 
posal  of  ewes  may  be  a  problem. 

DANIELS :  Trace  of  precipitation.  Harvesting  nearly  completed.  About  half  of 

seeded  acreage  being  cut  f'^r  grain  and  hay.  Just  about  enough  grain  be¬ 
ing  threshed  for  next  spring's  seeding.  Some  movement  of  cattle  to  market.  Stock 
in  fair  condition. 

DAWSON :  No  moisture  of  any  account.  Crop  operations  practically  completed. 

Scattered  fields  of  corn  remaining,  which  will  produce  feed.  Some  haying 
going  on  v;ith  possibility  of  thistles  furnishing  some  feed  on  scattered  fields. 

Stock  moving  out  in  some  numbers,  and  operators  shipping  in  small  amounts  of  feed. 

FALLON  -  GARTER :  Light  showers  reported  in  va.rious  parts  of  the  county.  Crops, 

feed,  and  range  conditions  remain  the  same.  Practically  60  to  70 
per  cent  of  all  stock  moved  out  rf  both  counties. 

FERGUS :  Good  precipitation.  Practically  all  wheat  which  is  worth  harvesting  has 

been  harvested.  Rains  during  this  week  have  not  been  sufficient  so  far  to 
make  any  material  difference  in  the  crop  prospects.  The  moth  of  the  pale  western 
cut  v/orm  are  very  numerous  in  practically  all  sections  of  the  county  and  arc  causing 
a  great  deal  of  concern  about  seeding  v;inter  wheat.  Livestock  shipments  are  heavy. 
Prospects  are  that  not  over  25^  of  the  stock  will  be  left  here  for  the  winter. 

Rains  t  riis  week  may  freshen  up  the  range  and  start  some  growth,  which  will  be  quite 
a  benefit  to  the  lambs  and  calves  which  are  still  in  the  county.  Water  holes  are 
filled  up  in  some  sections,  which  relieves  the  water  condition  which  was  becoming 
very  acute  before  the  rain. 

FLATHEAD :  General  growing  conditions  poor.  A  few  very  light  local  showers.  Pea 
harvest  practically  completed.  Threshing  in  full  sv/ing  of  v/inter  wheat, 
spring  wheat,  and  barley.  Potatoes  standing  the  heat  fairly  well,  although  some 
fields  show  .mal-format ion  due  to  heat  and  drouth.  Practically  all  pastures  and  hay 
lands,  except  tuose  irrigated,  are  sere  and  brown.  Spring  wheat  crops  show  yields 
of  about  53  63^  of  normal.  Livestock  O.K.  Some  demand  for  breeding  swine  and 

feeder  hogs. 

GALIAT IN  :  Local  showers.  Grain  harvest  and  threshing  continue,  with  nearly  all 

irrigated  grain  now  in  the  shock.  Yields  slightly  better  than  previous 
estimate.  Second  cutting  of  hay  continues.  Seed  pea  harvest  well  under  way. 

Summer  fall'^v,'  land  being  put  into  preparation  for  winter  wheat  seeding. 

GARF lELD  -  PETROLEUM :  No  precipitation.  Some  hay  and  feed  being  moved  into  the 

counties.  Local  crop  condition  completely  abandoned.  Con¬ 
tinued  moderate  livestock  movements  to  market  and  to  feed,  hofo  of  the  cattle  have 
already  been  moved;  the  removal  of  sheep  Just  beginning. 

(Continued  on  Page  2.) 
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GLAC lER ;  Threshing  is  about  half  completed  along  Canadian  border;  delayed  during 
week  by  rains.  Late  feed  crops  and  range  hel.ped  by  hea,vy  rains.  Water 
holes  and  springs  now  furnishing  good  supnly  of  stock  water  in  most  sections. 

Insect  damage  slowed  down.  Livestock  in  fair  to  excellent  condition.  Lack  of 
winter  feed  is  causing  stockmen  to  plan  to  reduce  numbers  heavily. 

HILL :  Light  precipitation.  Harvesting  of  small  grains  practicodly  completed. 

Some  moisture  and  cooler  weather  has  increased  range  possibilities  slightly 
and  has  promoted  considerable  thistle  growth,  which  is  being  put  up  for  winter  feed. 
Cattle  moving  out  in  large  numbers.  Rather  small  movement  of  sheep  to  date.  All 
livestock  in  fair  condition,  with  water  shortage  being  the  most  serious  problem  at 
the  present  time. 

JUDITH  BAS  IK:  Good  showers.  Practically  all  cf  the  grain  is  harvested  and  the 

rain  did  very  little  good  except  for  the  range.  Most  of  the  crops 
are  now  harvested  that  will  be  harvested  this  fall.  Range  getting  short  but  still 
has  plenty  of  time  to  revive  should  the  weather  turn  and  sufficient  moisture  fall 
to  promote  growing  conditions.  Livestock  shipments  continuing  hea,vy  every  week, 
and  most  of  the  summer  range  is  gone;  in  many  cases  stock  using  winter  ra,nge .  Peed 
condition  for  livestock  is  rather  serious. 

LAKE ;  Light  local  showers.  Grain  about  75^  harvested,  with  combines  in  the  midst 
of  operations.  Shock  threshing  and  stacking  well  started.  Yields  about 
normal.  Second  cutting  of  alfalfa  about  completed.  Third  cutting  prospects  fairly 
good.  Corn,  potatoes,  and  beets  fair  to  good  prospects.  Livestock  in  good  shape; 
pastures  poor,  with  very  little  for  rent  at  this  time. 

LEWIS  &  CLARK  -  BROATYvATER :  Fair  showers.  Second  cutting  of  alfalfa  l/2  to  2/3 

of  normal  in  Lewis  &  Clerk  County;  total  hay  production 
much  below  normal;  in  many  cases  a  fractional  part  of  normal  yield.  Grain  harvest¬ 
ing  well  along  on  dryland  areas,  with  some  threshing  done.  Spring  wheat  on  dry  land 
yielding  lov.'.  Pasture  shortage  more  evident  than  lack  of  hay;  livestock  operators 
in  northern  Lov/is  &  Clark  County  will  generally  have  to  make  severe  slashes  in  live¬ 
stock  numbers  to  make  up  for  lack  of  fall  and  winter  pasture  and  less  than  normal 
amount  of  hay.  Stock  generally  being  shipped  early,  with  majority  going  to  market. 

MADISON  -  JEFFERSON :  Local  showers. have  helped  late  grains  to  fill,  out  are  delay¬ 
ing  threshing  in  some  areas.  The  past  week  has  seen  more 
activity  in  the  grain  fields,  with  several  additional  threshing  machines  starting 
to  operate.  Pea  threshing  is  fairly  well  advanced,  although  many  of  the  later  varie¬ 
ties  are  still  being  cut.  Cooler  wea,ther  has  apparently  reduced  the  damage 
being  caused  by  grasshoppers.  In  some  localities,  grasshoppers  and  hot  ?/inds  have 
reduced  crop  yields,  while  in  other  areas  grain  crops  are  reported  to  be  the  best  in 
several  years.  Many  stockmen  from  the  drouth  area  still  continue  to  look  for  surpluf 
feed  supplies  with  the  intention  of  shipping  in  stock.  Most  of  the  larger  supplies 
have  already  been  sold,  but  some  feed  still  remains  to  be  sold. 

MI 5S0ULA :  Light  shower.  Second  crop  alfalfa  and  late  timothy  hay  practically  all 
in  the  stack.  All  grain  crops  being  harvested.  Threshing  of  wheat 
started,  with  yields  fair  to  good.  Sugar  beet  crop  good.  Livestock  in  good  condi¬ 
tion.  Some  range  available  for  outside  stock. 

MUSSELSHELL  -  GOLDEN  VALLEY :  No  precipitation.  Unless  we  have  considerable  moisture 

and  a  reasonable  assurance  that  the  grasshopper  situa¬ 
tion  is  abated,  there  will  be  very  little  winter  v/heat  seeded  this  fall.  No  change 
in  livestock  situation. 

PARK :  Numerous  showers  and  in  many  cases  in  cloudburst  proportions  were  received 
throughout  the  county.  A  far  below  normal  second  cutting  of  hay  will  be 
harvested  this  year.  Rain  has  improved  the  range  outlook  to  some  extent.  Drouth 
and  grasshoppers  have  reduced  the  range  and  second  cutting  of  hay  so  that  it  w'ill 
De  necessary  to  reduce  the  normal  carry-over  of  cattle  by  25^. 

PHILLIPS :  Trace  of  rain.  Thistles  making  some  growth  a,s  a  result  of  last  week's 

rain.  Harvesting  of  grains  in  valley  practically  completed  and  some 
threshing  done.  Dry  land  farmers  salvaging  all  feed  possible.  Only  in  northern 
part  of  county  will  any  amount  be  put  up.  Livestock  condition  fair.  Movement  to 
market  under  way  from  south  country.  No  livestock  shipped  out  to  pasture  this  week. 
Majority  of  stockmen  plan  on  marketing  bulk  of  livestock. 

PONDERA:  Light  general  rain,  which  will  be  of  considerable  benefit  on  summer  fallov/ 
and  lands  that  had  already  been  harvested.  On  the  whole,  grass  has 
started  nicely  on  the  range  with  the  help  of  recent  rains,  but  is  not  expected  to 
produce  much  feed  except  only  to  root  itself  more  firmly  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
a  better  start  next  spring.  Considerable  amount  of  wheat  fields  being  used  for 
pasture.  Feed  crops  on  irrigated  land  will  out-yield  last  year's  production,  but 
less  acres  were  seeded,  which  were  replaced  by  new  seedings  of  alfalfa  and  sweet 
clover.  Some  liquidation  of  cattle  is  nov;  taking  place,  but  going  out  in  a  rather 
measured  quantity. 

PRAIRIE ;  No  precipitation.  No  crop.  Cuttle  continue  to  be  moved  out  of  county; 
majority  going  direct  to  market.  Thistles  making  slow  growth. 

RICHLAND :  No  precipitation.  Harvesting  of  graans  under  way,  but  practically  fin¬ 
ished.^  Yields  very  low.  Corn  will  make  considerable  feed,  which  has 
improved  greatly  in  the  past  two  or  tiiree  weeks.  Livestock  being  moved  from  the 
county  al].  tbe  time.  Irrigation  farmers  are  trying  to  locate  laabs  now  for  feeding 
this  winter,  and  all  available  feed  is  being  listed  for  sale. 

ROOSEVELT :  No  ra.in.  Wheat  harveat  about  complete.  Most  farmers  consider  them¬ 
selves  fortunate  if  they  have  seed  for  next  year.  Livestock  movement 
not  heavy  as  yet,  but  should  increase  in  next  two  weeks.  Range  livestock  in  fair 
condition. 
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ROSEBUT :  Few  light  local  showers  of  no  material  benefit.  Second  cutting  of  alfalfa 
all  in  the  stack.  Third  cutting  making  normal  growth.  All  small  grain 
except  late  planted  emergency  feed  crops  have  been  harvested.  Pamage  from  insect 
pests  practically  ceased.  Many  dry  land  farmers  making  preparations  to  seed  winter 
wheat  and  rye  at  the  first  signs  of  rain.  Orderly  movement  of  livestock  still 
under  v/ay.  Many  stockmen  who  have  resorted  to  the  use  of  protected  winter  pastures 
report  carrying  capacity  far  below  expectations. 

SAITC'EP.S :  No  precipitation.  Harvesting  both  winter  and  spring  grains  generally 
completed.  Threshing  well  under  .ray.  Some  shriveled  grain  from  high 
temperatures  and  low  moisture.  Seed  pea  harvest  completed.  Second  cutting  of  hay 
mostly  in  stack,  with  good  yield  under  irrigation  and  very  poor  on  dry  lands. 

Alfalfa  and  clover  seed  promises  low  yield.  Livestock  in  very  good  condition. 

Higher  range  holding  up  well.  Lambs  starting  to  Chicago  market  weighing  around 
80  pounds . 

SEER IDAII :  Light  shower.  Corn  making  fair  growth  where  weeds  have  been  kept  down. 

Short  wheat  is  being  headed  and  stacked.  That  too  short  for  cutting 
may  be  used  to  fatten  sheep.  Livestock  making  rapid  gains  on  stubble;  also  on 
short  grain  and  thistles.  Some  ranches  are  shipping  in  sheep  for  fattening. 

STILLWATER Scattered  local  showers.  Second  cutting  of  alfalfa  being  cut  with 

other  fields  making  fair  growth.  Some  whaat  being  cut  by  farmers  who 
poisoned  grasshoppers.  Indications  are  that  whea.t  will  have  to  be  shipped  in  for 
fall  seeding.  Beets  making  good  grov/th  the  past  tv/o  weeks.  Livestock  in  fair  con- 
ditdQn  with  stockmen  hoping  for  rain  so  as  to  get  some  fall, feed.  Still  consider¬ 
able  movement  of  cattle  to  market.  Most  of  larger  bands  of  sheep  went  out  of  county 
for  feed,  have  been  sold  or  on  forest  reserve. 

SWEETGRASS  :  Light  showers'.  The  earlier  second  cutting  of  alfalfa  on  irrigated 
land  is  now  being  harvested  for  Eay,  a,nd  it  is  very  light.  It  is 
blooming  out  very  short  and  will  iiot  exceed  40f/o  of  "ohe  normal  crop.  The  later 
sta.nds  are  showing  more  promise  a.nd  so  fa.r  able  to  hold  the  bloori  ba-ck  v/ith  water. 
Meadows  not  under  irrigation  and  the  lov.'ei’  ranges  h.ave  had  the  grov/ing  more  deple¬ 
ted  each  day.  Livestock  is  still  moving  to  market.  There  are  a  very  few  cows  to 
pasture.  All  lambs  on  lower  mnges  will  be  consider  cab], y  under  weight.  Grasshoppers 
are  easing  up.  There  are  reports  that  beetles  -are  doing  considerable  damage  to 
egg  pods . 

TETON :  No  precipitation.  Scarcely  one-half  pea  crop  in  irrigated  sections.  Pota¬ 
toes  on  irrigated  land  looking  good.  Fhea,t  in  the  area  that  we  thought 
would  go  pretty  good  after  harvesting  is  rather  disapoo inting.  Lots  of  stock  have 
been  moving  to  market.  Many  inquiries  received  at  office  in  regard  to  locating 
wintering  quarters. 

TOOLE ;  General  showers.  Most  water  holes  have  been  filled  up.  The  earliest 

harvesyt  on  record  in  the  county  is  abo  ut  .com.pleted .  Vilheat  generally  aver¬ 
aged  55  pounds  to  the  bushel.  Mustard  crops  held  up  well  under  the  extreme  drouth. 
Large  amounts  of  hay  cut.  Recent  rains  have  enabled  stockmen  to  hold  on  to  their 
stock  until  regular .market ing  time.  Hay  prices  are  prohibitive,  and  all  preducers 
intend  to  sell  down  to  their  feed  pile. 

VALLEY ;  No  precipitation.  Dry  land  grains  being  harvested  wherever  the  yields 

warrant  operation  of  corn'd ine.  Wherever  enough  thistles  are  present  in  the 
grain  fields,  they  are  being  salvaged  for  hay  purposes.  Irrigated  fields  will 
have  fair  yields  of  grain.  Wild  hay  crop  generally^  lighter  than  normal.  Livestock 
generally  in  fair  condition.  Very  little  moving  to  market  or  outside  range  at 
present. 

WIBAIJX :  No  moisture.  Practically  all  the  wheat  is  harvested  that  is  worth  cutting. 

Corn  crop  is  suffering  and  unless  we  have  moisture,  corn  will  not  even 
make  feed.  Y/ith  ranges  drying  up  and  dried  up,  cattle  are  continuing  to  move  out. 

WHEATLAND :  Light  general  rains.  Good  rains  reported  in  south  and  west  part  of 

county.  Some  livestock  sales  reported  and  some  lives.tock  shinped  out 
of  county  for  feed.  Livestock  water  is  not  as  short  as  previous  to  rains. 

YELLOYYSTONE :  Heavy  rain  and  hail  in  southwest  portion  of  county.  In  irrigated 

valley,  threshing  practically  com.pleted  with  yields  lower  than  usual 
due  to  hoppers  and  hot  weather.  Second  cutting  of  hay  put  up,  with  farmers  busy 
irrigating  third  crop.  Beets  and  beans  in  excellej^t  condition.  N^  change  in  the 
livestock  condition. 


Helena,  Montana,, 
August  19,  1936. 


UNITED  STATES  DSDARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Woather  Bureau — -Bureau  of  Agricultural  Econoiaieg 


REPCriT  CF  WEATHER  AND  CROP  CONEITIGNS  IN  MONT/iNA 

For  the  Week  Endiiig  Tuesday,  August  25,  1936. 


Issued  jcir.iiy  by  ihe  Divtsfon  cf  Crop  end  Livestock  isfimafos  end  the  Weather  DureaUm 
Dimes:  Fourth  Floor,  Federal  Office  Building,  Helena,  Montana. 


Rather  general  showers  and  auch  cooler  weather  marked  the  we*k  ending  August 
25*  Temperatures  dropped  Iww  enough  in  extreme  northwestern  Montana  to  cause  light 
frosts  in  a  few  places.  Rainfall,  which  was  heavy  at  spots  throughout  the  northern 
half  of  the  state  and  a  few  central  localities,  was  very  light  in. western  Montana  and 
in  most  of  the  southern  half  of  the  state.  Much  of  the  drouth  area  received  little, 
if  any  benefits,  due  both  to  the  lateness  and  light  amounts  of  rainfall.  With  the 
seeding  season  for  fall  so’wn  grains  approaching,  farmers  in  the  principal  v;inter 
grain  areas  arc  now  hoping  for  further  moisture  to  put  soils  in  shape  for  fall 
seeding. 

Harvesting  of  small  grain  ernps  has  made  rapid  progress  due  both  to  .the  light 
crops  and  premature  ripening.  irrigated  grain  crops  are  now  being  cut  in  most  sec¬ 
tions  of  the  state.  Yields  on  irrigated  grain  crops  already  harvested  are  reported 
very  satisfactory,  but  non- irrigated  yields  are  still  ranging  from  complete  failures 
to  very  low  yields  on  seeded  acreage's.'-  The  short  production  of  feed  grain  crops  on 
non- irrigated  lands  is  expected  to  result-  in  considerable  of  such  feed  being  shipned 
into  many  of  the  drought  counties. 

Hay  crops  vary  widely  even  in  irrigated  areas  where  considerable  winter  kill¬ 
ing  of  alfalfa  and  spotted  yields  reduced  first  cuttings.  Second  crons  of  alfalfa 
vary  from  very  poor  in  Park  county  to  very  good  in  Lake  county.  Prospects  for  third 
cuttings  afe  now  reported  gQod  In  Lake  and  Missoula  counties  and  a  few  scattered 
areas  in  the  irrigated  sections  east  of  the  mountains.  Considerable  rough^e  in  the 
form  of  v/eeds  and  thistles  is  being  put  up  in  many  places  for  winter  feed. 

Potatoes  in  the  important  Flathead  valley  are  showing  second  growth  in  s«me 
fields  and  also  spotted  frost  damage.  The  harvest  of  the  pea  crop  is  generally 
nearing  completion.  Sugar  beets  have  improved  in  Big  Horn  county  in  the  east  and 
are  now  reported  making  good  growth,  in  Missoula  county  in  the  west.  The  bean  crop 
maturing  earlier  than  usual  is  now  being  harvested  in  Carbon  County  and  harvest  is 
due  to  start  next  week  in  important  Yellowstone  county. 


Developments  during  the  week  in  the  livestock  situat ion • included  continued 
shipments  froif:  the  southeastern  drought ■  counties  and  increased  movement  from  some 
3*»uth-central ,  central,  n«rth-central  and  northern  counties.  August  rainfall, 
reports'  i?Aicate,has  helped  the  livestock  situe.tion  in  Glacier,  Toole,  Wheatland, 
Fergus,  Garfield,  Petroleum,  the  extreme  northeastern  and  northwestern  counties 
where  shipments  may  be  delayed  if  weather  continues  favorable.  B^-.verhead  reports 
considerable  drought  livestock  moved  into  that  co'-unty  for  feed.  Teton  county^  reports 
considerable  of  their  out-shipments  cf  livestock  going  to  the  west  coast. 


Weekly  Temperature  and  Precipitation  Fata 


Temperature 

Total 

Pr ecipitat ion 

Sunshine 

Station; 

Highest 

L'^west 

Tliis  week.  'Since  April  1 

Percent  of 

Billings  .....  .....  . 

QG 

50 

^.1-3 

5.97 

* 

Bozeman  . . 

:S7 

4'j 

T 

9.  S3 

* 

Cut  Bank*...  ..........  . 

.Sfe 

44 

2.13 

S.45 

♦ 

Glasgow  ............. 

.  93  .  * 

49 

0.16 

4.16 

* 

Glendive  . . 

5S 

o.7g 

5.62 

* 

Great  Falls  . 

9^ 

4o 

o.i4 

4.61 

♦ 

Ha-'.’re . 

90 

4g 

S.34 

g.ss 

SI 

Kali  spell  . .  . .  . 

sG  . 

3S 

0.12 

4.34 

7S 

HELENA  . . . . 

86 

44 

T 

5.54 

76 

Lewistown  . . . 

85 

39 

0.38 

7.26 

* 

Malta  . . 

S9 

4s 

0.59 

3.7s 

* 

Miles  City  . . 

92 

56 

C.12 

2.S5 ' 

66 

Missoula  . 

Sg 

42 

c.oc 

^.77 

S4 

poplar  . 

87 

50 

1.05 

'4.93 

* 
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.  ■  ■  *No  Data 

W.  D.  Maughan,'  Weather  "Bureau 

Jay  G.  Diamond,  Division  Crop  and ■ Livestock  Estimates 


■^he  1‘J.loT/ing  County  Summaries  of  Crop  Conditions  for  V/eek  Ending  August  22,  1936, 
are  furnished  through  the  countesy  of  Director  J.  C.  Taylor,  Montana  State 
Extension  Service. 

BEii'^7ERIi7^-^-D :  Rain  the  first  part .  of  the  week,  with  heavy  downpour  in  some  sections; 

cooler.  Ranges  starting  to  burn  received  moisture;  large  second  crop 
of  alfalfa  expected;  wild  hay  crop  good;  pea  crop  spotted  vath  some  damage  done  to 
peas  by  heavy  rains;  considerable  sheep  and  cattle  from  drouth  area  have  been 
shipped  in  for  feed;  stock  in  good  shape ;,::some  bunches  of  lambs  have  good  percent 
fat  end. 

BIG  HORN:  Light  showers,  cooler-but  no  relief  from,  drought.  All  small  grain 
harvested-  and- threshed.  Valley  crops  fair.  Non  irrigated  none.  Sugar  beets 
making  good  progress  and  promise  to  be  better  than  first  anticipated.  Second  crop 
of  alfalfa  all  in  stack.  Livestock  in  fair  condition  in  spite  of  drouth  and  many 
going  to  market  daily.  Stockmen  hoping  for  early  fall  rains  to  help  the  food 
situation.  Over  two  hundred  farm^ers  now  employed  on  WA  projects. 

BLAINE :  About  3/4  of  an  inch  of  rain  fell  in  the  north  and  central  parts  of  the 
county  Monday  night.  Small  grain  harvesting  in  the  Milk  River  Valley, 
practically  completed.  S,)m-e  threshing  of  wheat  has  been  done  T/ith  yields  running 
from  20  to  35  bushels  per  acre  on  irrigated  land.  Range  v/ill  be  considerably 
improved  due  to  the  recent  rains.  Thistles  making  rapid  growth  and  are  being  cut 
for  hay.  Livestock  continues  to  move  to  riarkot.  V/ater  holes  considerably  improved 
with  recent  rains. 

CARBeN :  Most  threshing  completed  vath  low  yields.  The  hervesting  of  Great  Northern 
beans  is  in  full  swing  in  the  Clarks  Fork  Vallwy.  Indications  point  to  a 
shortage  of  oats  and  barley  throughout  the  county  while  there  is  a  fair  supply  of 
v/heat  for  fall  and  spring  seeding.  Livestock  in  same  condition, 

C^^C^'iDE :  No  lorocipi t-^tion  but  weather  has  been  cooler.  Harvest  of  wheat  on  dryland 
farms  is  practically  complete  with  yields  varying  from  one  to  ten  bushels  per  aero. 
Crops  on  irrigated  lands  show  promise  of- fair  returns,  Semo  food  is. being  shipped 
into  the  county  duo  to  the  high  price  being  asked  for  the  amall  supply  grown 
locally.  Livestock  are  continuing  to  move  to  market  rapidly.  Somre  few  shipments 
have  boon  made  to  food'  aroas.  Few  farmers  are  taking  advantage  of  drought  rates-  on  , 
feed  and  livestock  but  it  is  expected  that  more  will  do  so  in  the  near  future. 

CHOUTEAU :  Continued  dry  hot  v/eather  throughout  the  week.  All  harvest  completed 
with  the  exception  of  wt^eds  and  thistles  which  aro  being  c^t  for  hay. 
Surface  and  subsoil  moisture  very  deficient  and  farmers  anxiously  av/aiting  rain  ' 
for  fall  seeding.  Liv-.-stock  shipments  continue  to  be  hea''m'.  Some  hay  being 
shipped  into  the  county. 

CUSTER -FQ V/DER  R IVER :  Most  irrigated  crops  are  near  maturity.  Sugar  beets  yield 

will  be  fair  to  good.  Second  crop  of  alfalfa  was  fair. 

S;e..j  gruv/ers  trying  for  a  -crop  of  seed  and  prospects  are  good  under  irrigation.  . 

No  seed  crop  in  the  dry  land  this  season  which  will  cut  the  percentage  of  normal 
crop  to  nearly  nothing.  No  other  kind  of  seed  produced.  The  1937  hay  crop  will 
likely  come  from  small  grains  as  mortality  of  alfalfa  fields  may  be  higher  than 
ever.  Range  and  feed  conditions  unchanged.  More  cattle  continue  to  be  sold  and 
shipped  out.  -  Sheep  outfits  holding  on  trying  to  .-malce  feeder  larabs  but  lambs  are  ^ 
not  gaining  very  fast.  A  few  fat  steers  and  dry  cows  will  come  out  of  the  higher 
timbered  country  in  Pov/der  River  county  where  more  old  grass  was  loft  from  1935. 

DANIELS :  Continued  dr^/  weather;  showers  Wednos'dayl'  Precipitation  .07  inch. 

Harvesting  very  near  over.  Few  fields  Kent. .as  high  as  5  bushels. 

Livestock  in  good  shape.  Some  movement  to  m.arket.  V{PA-  handling  labor  situation. 

Da V.' SUN :  Quite  warm  forepart  of  week,  but' cooler  last  of  week.  .77  inch  of  rain 
fell  the  past  24  hours.  Still  quite  cloudy.  Possibility ' of  last  rain 
helping  the  late  corn  and  thistles  to  prCduce  feed.  Some  threshing  reported  in 
tne  county  but  not  much  grain  to  seal,  if  any.  Stock  continuing  to  move  out  -of 
county.  Several  car  loads  of  hay  have  been  shipped  in  for  som.e  of  '  the  ■  ramaining 
stock.  ■  . 

FALLQN-C.fiRTER :  Precipitation  j.n  one  vicieit-y  cf  Baker  ,33  of  an  inch.- • -Northern 
portion  of  Fall3>n  County  shows  a  heavier  precipitation,  -Crops 
and  feed  conditions  remain  the  same.  Showers  in  northern  portion  -  of  Fallon  county 
'will  freshen  up  range.  In  gonenal  no  great  change  over  past  weak;  - 'Practically 
60  t^o  7Clfo  of  all  livestock  moved  out  of  both  counties  with  some  stock  -  continuing 
to  move.  Some  relief  by  V{PA  and  Soil  Convorvation  Service  work.  •  -  - 

Fergus :  Good  shov/ers  helped  range  conditions  mato-rially  the  past  ty/o  weeks.  Water 
holes  in  most  sections  aro  filled.  Rains  also , started  grass.  In  some 
localities  the  hills  are  beginning  to  show  a  green  cast.  This  is  of  considerable 
benefit  to  the  sheep  and  cattle,  particularly  to  the  calvt^s  and  lambs.  Very  little  -. 
feed  is  being  shipped  in  as  the  price  is  considered  too  high  for  folks  to, food  very 
many  stock  through  the  winter. 
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FLaTElSaD :  Still  dry.  The  orfects  of  so.io  fo\7  light  frosts  shov:  in  the  northern 

and  eastern  part  of  the  couhtyi  Second  growth  of  potatoes  in  sono  areas. 
Threshing  is  in  full  swing.  Pastures  and  Lieadows  are  brown.  Livestock  situation 
O.K.  Sone  der.and  for  milk  co\;3.  Duo  to  the  dry  pc.stures,  the  milk  and  crean 
supply  is  dropping.  Dry  weather  and  winds  causing  sono  soil  blowing. 

Gn'i T.aTIN :  Wo..,ther  somewhat  cooler,  partly  cloudy,  no  prc'cipit.‘..tion,  two  days  cf 

rather  high  winds,  xlarve sting  conplcted  in  sono  places  and  vrinter  wheat 
being  seeded.  Slight  increase  in  oraount  of  irrigation  water  ..vailablo  because  of 
storns  in’ the  nountaiiis  and  this  being  applied  largely  to  pc.sturos.  Continued 
denand  for  hay  and  pasture  and  stoclenori  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  state  have  very 
little  now  available  in  this  county. 

/ 

GaRF  1  LLP  -PETR  0  LLUlvi :  Precipitation  .82  inch.  General  over  nost  of  Garfield  -and 

Fetroleui:  Counties  v;ith  the  ezeeption  of  southeastorn 
Garfield  County.  Heaviest  showers  and  general  rain  in  Pctrolo’uro  County  rtl.  -f 
Flatwlllow  creek.  This  precipitation  v/ill  benefit  stoclmen,  improving  generally 
ranges  for  fall.  Crops  abonloiiod.  Stock  nove;.ici'.t  continues  moderate,  with  stock 
in  fair  to  good  cjiidition. 

GLaCIER :  Rain  1.9S  inches,  cool.  Harvest  r.iuch  delayed  by  rains.  Thistles  grov/iiig 
rapidly  in  uncut  irheat.  Range  grass  making  as  much  growth  as  was  made 
this  spring.  Late  feed  crops  CvDning  along  in  good  jshape  CAid  will  furnish  consider¬ 
able  feed  if  frost  is  not  too  early.  Total  rain  in  huguist  has  been  4,4  inches  or 
within  nearly  2  inches  of  total  for  preceding  12  months.  Livestock  in  fair  to 
excellent  condition.  Recent  rains  will  relieve  imniodiato  food  situation  but 
considerable  concentrates  will  have  to  bo  shipped  in.  No.  forced  shipments  of 
livestock.  Sliipnonts  to  redu.CG  do’.'n  to'  \.lntcr  feed  will  follow  later. 

JUDITH  BASIN:  Precipitation  0.27  inch.  Cooler.  Grass  in  some  caces  is  begining 
to  turn  green  again.  Practically  all  of  the  crops  are  harvested  with  the  yields 
varying  from  1/8  bushel,  mostly  around  2  and  3  bushels  per  acre.  Range  co,nditions 
looking,  rioro  favorable  nowmwith  the  recent  shov/ers  ami  indications  are  thet  if 
additional  rains  come,  the  r'.ngo  wall  bo  much  improved.  Shipments  of  cattle 
continue.  Surplus  of  livest'Ack  in  the  countp .  Feed  in  much  demand.  Many  offering 
cattle  for  sale.  Grasshoppers  appear  to  bo  reduced  from  various  causes  and 
indications  are  that  if  moisture  conditio-ns  are  favorable  for  planting  fo.ll  wheat 
there  '■111  not  be  oiuch  to  fear  from  gro.sshoppers, 

LxHCS :  No  precipitation.  Hot.  .No  wind.  Threshing  and  combining  about  70  percent 
conplotcd.  Yields  vary  a  good  deal  but  the  average  S'mewhvat  below  normal.  Foas 
about  all  ho.rvestod.  ^^Lverage  yield  about  average  but  about  20  bushels  per  c.cro 
compared  with  25  in  1935.  Beets  doing  well.  Water  available  for  them  up  to  this 
week  and  in  some  cases  a  little  later.  Socoiiid  cutting  of  alfalfa  a  good  crop  x/itli 
about  2/3  of  it  in  the  stack.  Third  crop  prospects  g-sod  where  first  crops  were 
cut  c.wrly.  Pastures  dry.  Livestock  in  good  shape  considering  pasture  condition. 
Some  going  to  market  but  only  a  nonnal  run. 

LEWIS  &  CLaRK  *  BREt-DwATFR:  Normal  temperatures  -  precipitation  ,06  inch  and 
below  norr.m,!  for  the  week.  G  od  rains  occured  in  S.,.uthorn  Broadwater  county. 

Grain  harvesting  and  threshing  progressing  soli-sfact oril;/.  Irrigated  cr.Aps  where 
water  sufficient  -  generally  in  good  condition.  Drj^land  crops  vary  fT'on  nothing 
to  fair.  A  c  nisidorc.ble  tonnage  cf  concentrates  will  bo  shipped  in  to  offset 
failing  range  grass  and  short  hay  supplies  of  larger  operators. 

i.LiPTSON  iiI\D  JEFFERSON:  Both  counties  have  had  several  local  showers  the  past  v/eek. 
In  sane  localities  cloud  bursts  have  filled  irrigation  ditc]iOs  with  mud,  flooded 
roads  and  washed  out  bridges.  Crop  conditions  throughout  the  ttvo  counties  are 
generally  favorable,  with  the-  exception  of  those  localities  which  recoivod  hail 
and  cloudbursts.  Rains  have  delayed  haying  and  harvesting,  but  are  improving  the 
fall  pasture  and  range.  Li  vest  .''ck  c  .nditions  remain  about  the  same  as  during  the 
provicus  week.  A  few  additional  sales  of  surplus  feed  have  been  made  to  outside 
scoclanon  but  nost  of  tin  surplus  rajigo  ho,s  been  sold.  S..'mo  surplus  hay  remains 
.her  sale,  but'  not  vo:ry.  omch  grass. 

MISSOUIul :  Warn  days,  cod  nights,  no  precipitation.  Excolloiit  harvest  weather. 
Threshing  in  full  progress,  about  one  lialf  completed.  Sugar  beets  malcing  good 
growth.  SniLll' cooount  of  third  cr.'n  alfalfa  yet  to  be  cut.  LivestocI:  in  good 
condition.' 

irJSSSLSHS'LL  AiiD  GOLDEN  Yi-JliLZY:  ProeixHtation  0.50  inch  wi th'' bb'ol'on  weather.  No 
winter  whioat  being  seeded  ponding  improved  we  ..thar  conditions.  Livestock  situation 
uncimnged. 

-  ...  .  continued  on  page  -3- 
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P^^-K:  Kur.icrous  shcwers  aiil  in  sor.ic  cases  cloudbursts  v/ero  receivei  throughout  the 
county.  far  celov;  norri;.!  soconl  cutting  of  hay  77ill  be  harvested  this  year. 
H:,rve3ting  br'  hay  and  grain  is  nail  under  nay  in  nost  ports  of  the  county.  Rain 
has  improved  t:\e  range  outlook  to  so:no  extent.  Drought  and  grasshoppers  have 
reduced  the  range  and  second  cutting. of  hay  so  tiiat  it  v.lll  be  necessary  to  reduce 
the  normal  carry  over  of  cattle  by  about  25  percent.  Honever  the  recent  rains  have 
ir'.proved  the  fall  pasture. 

Fill LL IF.  :  Light  rain  covering  most  of  county  nill  help  feed  situation'  slightly. 
Ivioderate  temperature.  Threshing  of  grain  under  v.’ay  in  irrigated  section.  Yields 
reported  run  from  50  to  75/^  of  normal.  Sugar  beets  doing  v.-ell.  Blue  joint  hay 
ligiit.  No  change  in  the  livestock  situation.  Thirteen  carloads  shipped  out  to 
pasture  this  ueek.  Continued  r.ovement  to  .market.  Too  oarlj'  to  determine  vinter 
feed  needs. 

FRaIRIL:  .  V/oathor  has  been  cooler  this  past  neck.  Trace  of  rain.  No  crop  in  this 
county.  Lio^estock  continues  to  move  out  of  the  county.  Livestock  operators  are  in 
hopes  that  the  cooler  weather  will  start  the  thistles  to  growing  so  that  they  can 
get  seme  thistle  hay,  or  at  least  pasture. 

RICdlLril^D :  Sligl:.t  precipitation  duri.ng  week,  with  most  of  tho  week  cool  and  cloudy. 
Warmer  last  portion  of  week.  Harvesting  of  grains  practically  cor.pleted.  Corn 
looking  good  and  will  make  considerable  feed.  Many  feeders  bargaining  for'  sheep 
for  feeding  this,  winter .  Also  many  .inquiries  for  the  purchasing  of  feed. 

R00S5VLLT :  A  rain  cf  .70  inch  in  the  sout.heastern  part  of  the  county  will  help  corn 
and  some  late  gardens  that  have  been  kept  alive  by  irrigating.  Grain  harvesting 
completed.  Some  farr.ers  still  putting  up  wheat  and  thistles  for  feed.  Livositock 
market  movement  slov/. 

ROSEBUr :  Scattered  local  showers  during  webk  kept  down  teraporature,  but  were  not 
sufficient  to  start  any  nev/  growth  of  grass  or  feed.  Sugar  beets  making  normal 
grov<-th.  Corn  under  irrigation  that  failed  to  fill  because  of  chinch  bugs  doinage  ■ 
being  cut  for  fodder.  Orderly  move.'ient  of  livestock  to  market  still  under  way. 

Final  adjustr.mnt  of  livestock  to  ’..'inter  feed  supplies  will  probably  not  be 
completed  for  another  thirty  days. 

S^iDERS :  Precipitation  .16. in  the  form  of  a  few;  local  showers  of  littlo  value. 

Grain  tiireshing  well  advanced  v.'ith  good  yields  of  winter  wheat  and  fair  yields  for 
spring  grains.  Second  cutting  hay  mostly  in  stac.k  v/ith  good  yields  under  irrigation 
and  very  poor  on  dry  land.  Potatoes  and  truck  crops  fair.  Very  short  crop  of 
alfalfa  and  clover  seed.  Livestock  generally  in  very  good  condition.  Lambs  going 
to  :narket  with  good  finish.  Extreme  fire  hazard  over  all  forest  area. 

SHSRID.nlM ;  Considerably  cooler  latter  part  of  week,  frost  reported  in  parts  of 
county;  light  sprinicle  of  rain.  Harvest  still  in  progress,  most  farriers  getting 
seed  back.  Some  trouble  from  heating  due  to-  heav;,.'  thistle  growth  after  duly  rain. 
Corn  harvest  in  progress.  Will  assure  a  fair  amount  of  feed.  Grazing  on  abandoned 
crops  and  making  excellojit  gains  in  most  sections  cf  county.  Surplus  labor  absorbed 
by  on  dams  aid  read  w'ork.  Grasshoppers  plentiful  in  many  areas  of  county. 

STILLW.rJER :  V/eather  considerably  cooler- for  past  v.'eok.  Several  good  showers  during 
the  Y/oek.  Some  harvesting  yet  to  be  done  in  irrigated  sections.  Second  cutting  of 
alfalfa  going  to  make  a  fair  yoild.  Prospects  of  getting  a  third  cutting  good  in 
lower  valley.  Grass  starting  up  again  in  some  sections  following  showers  of  past 
week,  ■  Livestock  still  moving  -out  of  county.  Range  conditions  not  materially  im¬ 
proved  to  date. 

SWLETGRi^SS :  f recipitation  -  1.23  inch,  w'hich  is  starting  the  grass  for  fall 
■  ....  '“are.  No  change  in  crop  conditions.  The  moisture  received  this  week  is  very 
'r  :.-iOficial  to  the  second  cutting  of  alfalfa.  Livestock  are  still  on  the  Forest 
Lesorve  and  from  all  reports  are  doing  well,  oi-ll  livestock  on  tho  lov/er  ranges" 

Icvo  been  quite  generally  marketed  -or  moved  to  fall  and  winter  pasture  in  other 
parts  of  tho  state.  Labor  situation  is  about  normal,  'due  to  \(Pk  projects  now 
'-.nler  v/ay.  Grasshopper  infestation  is  fairly  eliminated.  Some  infestation  in 
;  ■  .r-'is  of.  the  county  yet. 

TE^N^  Precipitation  0.39  inch  for  week  and  close  to  an  inch  in  the  northern  part 
of  -ohe  county «  Rains  stopped  threshing  in  some  small  areas.  Harvesting  of  crops 
hearing  an  end  v:ith  lots  of  fields  running  from  4  to  5  bushels  and  others  around 
7  and  8  biishels.  Livestock  still  beipig  moved  to  market.  Considerable  amount  going 
to  the  west  coast. 
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TOQLE:  Heavy  rains  throughout  iiost  of  county  early  part  of  the  v/eeh.  Weather 
cool.  All  harvesting  conplctod.  yields  20fo  of  nornal  on  an  average  throughout 
the  county.  Secent  rains  have  filled  nost  v;ater  holes  and  grass  is  again  start¬ 
ing  out.  This  relieves  the  cattle  situation  for  a  tine  and  shipnents  v;ill  bo 
delayed. 

VxA.IiEY :  Frocipitation,  0.S5  inch  for  week.  Harvesting  is  cor.iploted  v;ith  yields 
ranging  from  nothing  to  a  r.iaxinur.i  of  8  bushels  in  soi.io  favored  localities  but 
average  for  that  v/hich  was  harvested  is  about  1^  bushels,  lluch  of  the  grain  was 
cut  for  hay.  Cutting  of  blue  joint  hay  is  conplotod  and  also  second  cutting  of 
alfalfa.  Saipr.iont  of  stock  is  beconing  heavier  each  week.  Most  of  the  stock  is 
cattle  and  horses  going  to  market.  Very  few  sheep  have  been  moved  out  of  the 
county  to  date.  Agproxinatoly  500  non  oi-e  out  working  on  Roseiilenent  dans. 

WF^  .-rejects  coto  just  connondi?ig  and  fanners  are  working  for  any  and  all  kinds 
of  work  so  as  to  obtain  r^-onoy  to  see  then  through  the  winter. 

V/HSx^TL..d\T) :  Ro.in  foil  generally  ever  the  county  this  week.  Weather  sonovdiat 

cooler.  Due  to  the  rains  the  past  tondaj’s  the  range  ins  soriewhat  inprovod  in  the 
county  ana  grass  is  beginning  to  grow. 

WIB^-dJK:  Precipitation  in  nearly  all  parts  of  the  county,  with  considerable  hail. 
Rainfall  at  VJibaux  ,70  inch,  S  .no  parts  reporting  1-|-  inches.  Rwin  inprovod  stock 
water  conditions.  Rain  nay  also  grow  thistles  and  increase  winter  food  supply. 
V/ith  present  price  of  hay  very  few;  crttle  can  be  kept  over  winter.  T’-.e  cattle 
left  on  far.-is  arc  still  in  good  c.ondition.  Butterfat  production  has  been  greo.tly 
reduced  because  of  soiling  cows  and  short  pastures  and  ranges  and  no  hay.  Farriers 
’.vhich  were  getting  as  high  as  foO.OO  p-er  nonth  inccne  fr^ri  butterfat  are  not 
getting  any  incono  now,  S.'ioopnon  are  also  in  a  bad  j^osition  and  sone  arc  trying 
to  liquidate.  Ver  fev.;  pigs  will  be  fed  out,  M,;st  of  tj.io  pigs  h..vG  been  sold  west 
as  foodors. 

YE LLOh STOKE :  Unsettled,  cooler,  with  show'ors.  .40  of  an  inch  precipitation  at 
Billings.  Scattered  sho’.;ors  received  during  the  past  week  of  benefit  to  pastures 
and  range  grass  in  sone  areas,  but  :nre  rioisturo  needed  to  insure  growth.  In 
noil-irrigated  districts,  little  w'intor  wl.eat  planted  but  farnors  largely  are 
awaiting  additional  noisturo .  In  irrigated  districts,  harvest  of  beans  started 
with  indications-  that  harvest  v;ill  be  in  full  swing  next  week.  Sone  early  corn 
is  also  being  ho.rvosted  and  sone  late  second  cutting  of  alfalfa.  S-ono  inprcvcrient 
in  range  districts.  Stock  water  supply  inprovod. 
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UNITED  STATES  DE?AKTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
V/Gcther  Bureau - Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economies 


REPORT  OF  WEATHER  AND  CROP  CONOmONS  IN  MONT/iNA 

Fcr  the  Week  Ecdlag  Tuesday,  Aiig-ust  25,  1936. 


Issued  jcinf/y  by  iha  Divisron  of  Crop  cna  L/vesfook  Esftmatos  ana  the  Weather  Bureau, 
Oiuces:  Fourth  Floor,  Federal  Office  Building,  Helena,  tdoniana. 


:  Rather  general  showers  and  sauch  eooler  weather  marked  the  we*k  ending  August 

,!  25*  Temperatures  dropped  Iww  enough  in  extreme  northwestern  Montana  to  cause  light 

I  frosts  in  a  few  places:  Rainfall,  which  was  heavy  at  spots  throughout  the  northern 
half  of  the  state  .and  a  few  central  localities,  was  very  light  in  western  Montana  and 
in  most  of  the  southern  half  of  the  state.  Much  of  the  drouth  area  received  little, 

I  if  any  benefits,  due  both  to  the  lateness  and  light  amounts  of  rainfall.  VAth  the 
seeaLing  season  for  fall  sown  grains  approaching,  farmers  in  the  principal  winter 
I  grain  areas  are  now  hoping  for  further  moisture  to  put  soils  in  shape  for  fall 
i  seeding. 

I  Harvesting  of  small  grain  crops  has  made  rapid  progress  due  both  to  the  light 

crops  and  premature  ripening.  Irrigated  grain  crops  are  now  being  cut  in  most  sec*- 
tions  of  the  state.  Yields  on  irrigated  grain  crops  already  harvested  are  reported 
very  satisfactory,  but  non- irrigated  yields  are  still  ranging  from  complete  failures 
to  very  low  yields  on  seeded  acreages.  The  short  production  of  feed  grain  crons  on 
:  non- irrigated  lands  is  expected  to  result-in  considerable  of  such  feed  being  shipped 
into  many  of  the  drought  counties. 

I  Hay  crops  vary  widely  even  in  irrigated  areas  where  considerable  winter  kill- 

i  ing  of  alfalfa  and  spotted  yields  reduced  first  cuttings.  Second  crops  of  alfalfa 

7j  vary  from  very  poor  in  Park  c.ounty  to  .very  good  in  Lake  county.  Prospects  for  third 

||  cuttings  are  now  reported  good  in  Lake  and  Missoula  counties  and  a  few  scattered 
!  areas  in  the  irrigated  sections  east  of  the  mountains.  Considerable  roughage  in  the 

j  farm  of  \Yeeds  and  thistles  is  being  put  up  in  many  places  for  winter  feed.  ‘ 

Potatoes  in  the  important  Plathead  valley  are  showing  second  growth  in  s«me 
'j  fields  and  also  spotted  frost  damage.  The  harvest  of  the  pea  crop  is  generally 
;  nearing  completion.  Sugar  beets  have  improved  in  Big  Horn  county  in  the  east  and 

-  are  now  reported  making  good  growth  in  Missoula  county  in  the  west.  Tne  bean  crop 

maturing  earlier  than  usual  is  now  being  harvested  in  Carbon  County  and  harvest  is 
due  to  Start  next  week  in  important  Yellowstone  county. 

i;  Developments  during  the  week  in  the  livestock  situation  included  continued 

!'  shipments  fro^  the  southeastern  drought  counties  and  increased-  movement  from  some 
s^uth-central ,,  central,  narth-central  and  northern  counties.  August  rainfall, 

I  reports  iy/ii cate, has  helped  the  livestock  situation  in  G-lacier,  Toole,  7/heatland, 
Pergas,  Garfield,  Petraleum,  the  extreme  nortneastern  and  northwestern  counties 
where  ■  shipments  may  be  delayed  if  weather  continues  favorable.  B^.verhead  reports 
considerable  drought  livestock  moved  into  that  county  for  feed.  Teton  county  reports 
c-^nsiderable  of  their  out-shipments  cf  livestock  going  to  the  west  coast. 

4!  3*:  *4j  5|c  *  ik  *  >♦:  ★  *  *  >|c 

Weekly  Temperature  and  Precipitation  Data, 


Temnerature 

Total  precioita,t ion 

Sunshine  ' 

‘  station: 

Highest  Lowest 

This  week.  Since  April  1 

Percent  of 

Billings  . 

50 

^•1-3 

5-R 

* 

Bozeman . 

S7 

4Y 

T 

9.  S3 

♦ 

Cut  Bank, . 

44 

2.13  • 

S.45 

Glasgow  . 

93 

49 

0.16 

4.16 

* 

Glendive  . 

90  ■ 

■  5S 

0.7s 

■5.62 

* 

Great  palls  . . 

91 

4o 

■  o.i4 

4.61 

* 

K.avrc . > 

9C 

4g 

0.34 

S.SS 

S3 

Kalispell  . .  .  .  . 

8G 

3S 

0.32 

4.34 

7S 

HJiIiENA . ■ . 

■ 

44 

T  ■ 

5.54  • 

7S 

Lewistown  .' . 

85 

39 

0.3s 

7.26 

* 

Malta  . . 

S9 

4s 

0.59 

3.7s 

* 

Miles  City 

92 

56 

0.12 

2.S5 

66 

Missoula  . 

8S 

42 

r.oc  ■ 

H.77 

S4 

poplar  . ' . . 

■ 

50 

1.05  ■ 

U.93 

* 

*No  Data 

Series  I936,,  No.  21. 

w.  p. 

Maughan 

, Weather .Bureau 

Helena,  Montana 

Jay  G. 

.  Diamond 

,  Division  Crop 

and  Livestock 

:  Estimates 

August  ■26tht  1936. 


'Jhe  Fallowing  County  Summaries  of  Crop  Conditions  for  V/eek  Ending  August  22,  1936, 
are  furnished  through  the  countesy  of  Director  J.  C.  Taylor,  Montana  State 
Extension  Serrice. 

BEaVERIIE.-- D :  Rain  the  first  part  of  the  v/eek,  with  heavy  downpour  in  some  sections; 

cooler.  Ranges  starting  to  burn  received  moisture;  large  second  crop 
of  alfalfa  expected;  v/ild  hay  crop  good;  pea  crop  spotted  T/ith  some  damage  done  to 
peas  by  heav^/  rains;  considerable  sheep  and  cattle  from  drouth  area  have  been 
shipped  in  for  feed;  stock  in  good  shape  ;.^:some  bunches  of  lambs  have  good  percent 
fat  end. 

BIG  HORN:  •  Light  showers,  cooler-but  no  relief  from,  drought.  All  small  grain 
harve-sted- -and  threshed.  Valley  crops  fair.  Non  irrigated  none.  Sugar  beets 
making  good  progress  and  promise  to  be  better  than  first  anticipated.  Second  crop 

of  alfalfa  all  in  stack.  Livestock  in  fair  condition  in  spite  of  drouth  and  many  ^ 

going  to  market  daily.  Stockmen  hoping  for  early  fall  rains  to  help  the  food  ' 
situation.  Over  tv/o  hundred  farmers  now  employed  on  Vi/PA  projects. 

•i 

BlmlNE :  .About  3/4  of  an  inch  of  rain  fell  in  the  north  and  central  parts  of  the 
county  Monday  night.  Small  grain  harvesting  in  the  Milk  River  Valley, 
practically  completed.  Som.e  threshing  of  v/heat  has  been  done  with  yields  running 
from.  20  to  35  bushels  per  acre  on  irrigated  land.  Range  v/ill  be  considerably 

improved  due  to  the  recent  rains.  T.bistles  making  rapid  growth  and  are  being  cut  ; 

for  hay.  Livestock  continues  to  move  to  miarket.  V^fater  holes  considerably  improved  ■ 
v/ith  recent  rains. 

C.rJ<BoN :  Most  threshing  completed  v/ith  low  yields.  T.ho  harvesting  of  Great  Northern 
beans  is  in  full  swing,  in  the  Olarks  Fork  Vull'..,y.  Indications  point  to  a 
shortage  of  oats  and  barley  throughout  the  county  while  there  is  a  fair  supply 'of 
wheat  for  fall  and  spring  seeding.  Livestock  in  sa.mo  condition. 

C.c^SC. ipj. :  No  precipitation  but  v/eather  has  been  cooler.  Harvest  of  wheat  on  dryland 
farms  is  practically-  complete  with  yields  varying  from  one  to  ton  bushels  per  acre. 
Crops  on  irrigated  lands  show  promise  of  fair  returns.  Some  feed  is  being  shipped 
into  the  county  duo  to  the  high  price  being  asked  for  the  small  supply  grown  ( 

locally.  •  Livestock  are  continuing  to  novo  to  marko^t  rapidly.  Some  few  shipmionts 
have  been  made  to  food  areas.  Few  farmers  are  taking  advantage  of  drought  rates  on 
feed  and  livestock  but  it  is  expected  that  more  will  do  so  in  the  near  future. 

ft  ■ 

CHOUTEAU :  Continued  dry  hot  weather  throughout  the  wook.  All  harvest  comple'tod 
with  the  exception  of  weeds  and  thistles  which  are  being  cut  for  hay. 
Surface  and  subsoil  moisture  very  deficient  and  .farmers  anxiously  awaiting  rain 
for  fall  seeding.  Liv..-stock  shipments  continue  to  be  hea'^/^/.  Some  hay  being 
shipped  into  the  county. 

CUSTER -F 0 vvDER  R I VER :  Most  irrigated  crops  arc  near  maturity.  .  Sugar  beets  yield 

will  be  fair  to  good.  Second  .crop  of  alfalfa  was  fair. 

Some  growers  trying  for  a  crop  of  seed  and  prospects  ^ro  good  under  irrigation^ 

No  seed  crop  in  the  dry  land  this  season  which  vail  cut  the  percentage  of  normal 
crop  to- nearly  nothing.  No  othor  kind  of  seed  produced.  The  1937  hay  .crop  will 
likely  come  -frorri  small  grains  as  mortality  of  alfalfa  fields  may  be  higher  than 
ever.  Range  and  feed  conditions  unchanged.  More  cattle  continue  to  be  sold  and 
shipped -out.  Sheep  outfits  holding  on  trying  to  maico  feeder  larabs  but  lam.bs  are 
not  gaining  very  fast.  A  few  fat  steers  and  drj^  cows  will  come  out  of  the  higher 
timbered  country  in  Powder  River  county  where  more  old  grass  was  loft  from  1935, 

DiuNIIELS :  Continuoll' dry 'wGatllbr ;' bherv'ers  Wednesday ,  Precipitation  .07  inch.  j 

Harvesting  very  near  over.  Few  fields  went  as  high  as  5  bushels. 

Livestock  in  good  shape.  Some  movom.ont  to  market.  V/PA  handling  labor  situation. 

DawS'  k :  Quite  warm  forepart  of  week,  but  cooler  last  of  woek.  .77, inch  of  rain 
foil  the  past  24  hours.  Still  quite  cloudy.  Possibility  of . last  rain 
helping  the  lato  corn  and  thistles-  to  produce  foed-i.  Some  threshing  reported  in 
tae  county  but  not  much  grain  to  seal,  if  any.  Stock  continuing,  to  move  out  of  ; 

county.  Several  car  loads  of  hay  have  boon  shipped  in  for  some- of.  the  romaining  i 

stock.  •  . 


7  lLLON-C^TER:  Precipitaticn  ir.  tne  v.!.ci.' it',/  of  Baker  .33  of.  an.  inch.  Northern 
portion  of  Fallln  County  shov/s  a  hoavior  procipitv.tion, .  Crops : 
and  feed  conditions  remain  the  s.anio.  Showers  in  northern  porti.on,  .of  Fallon  county 
Will  freshen  up  range-.  In  general' no  great  change  over  past  .week,..  .  Practically 
60  tj2  70fo  of  all  live-stock  moved  out  of  both  counties  with  s.ome  stock  continuing 
to  move.  Some  relief-  by  Vi/PA  and  Soil  Consorvatiori  Service  work. 

FERGUS:  Good  shov/ors  helped  range  conditions  materially  the  past  two  weeks .  Water 
holes  in  most  sections  arc  filled.  Rains  also  started  gro.ss.  In  some 
localities  the  hills  are  beginning  to  show  a  green  cast.  This  is  of  considerable 
benefit  to  the  sheep  and  cattle,  particularly  to  the  calves  and  lambs.  Very  little 
feed  is  being  shipped  in  as  the  price  is  considered  too  high  for  folks  to  food  very 
many  stock  through  the  winter. 


FLaTIiEj  JD : 
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Still  dry.  The  offocts  of  so.:io  fou  light  frosts  shov;  in  the  northern 
and  eastern  part  of  the  countyi  Sodond  gronth  of  potatoes  in  sor.io  areas. 
Threshing  is  in  full  suing.  Pastures  and  raeador.’s  are  broun.  Livestock  situation 
O.K.  Some  deriand  for  milk  cov/s.  Due  to  the  dry  pc.sturos,  the  milk  and  creem. 
supoly  is  dropping.  Dry  v, ‘Gather  and  v/inds  causing  sono  soil  blouing. 

GaLLaTIN :  V/..ather  somev/hat  cooler,  partly  cloady,  no  prccipit;-.tion,  tuo  days  of 

rather  high  winds.  Harvesting  Cv'  ipleted  in  sono  places  and  vrinter  v.hoat 
being  seeded.  Slight  increase  in  anount  of  irrigation  water  ovailable  because  of 
storms  in  the  mountains  and  this  being  applied  largely  to  PL.sturos.  Continued 
demand  for  hay  ai'.d  pasture  and  stoclcinon  in  the  oastorii  part  of  the  sto.to  hr.ve  very 
little  now  available  in  this  county. 

i 

GaRP  I  LLP  -PETR  0  LEUIv! :  Precipitation  .82  inch.  General  over  most  of  Garfield  and 

Petroleum  Ccunties  v.uth  tne  exception  of  southeastern 
Garfield  County,  lieaviest  showers  and  general  rain  in  Petrolomm  County  I’t.V.  -f 
Flatwillow  crook.  This  precipitation  ‘will  benefit  stocloaon,  improving  generally 
ranges  for  fall.  Crops  abandoned.  Stock  move;.:ont  continues  nodorctc,  with  stock 
in  fair  to  good  c  nditien, 

GLaCIER:  Rain  1.9S  inches,  cool.  Harvest  much  delayed  by  rains.  Thistles  grov/ing 
rapidly  in  uncut  kheat.  Range  grass  making  as  much  growth  as  v/as  riade 
this  spring-.  Late  feed  crops  coming  along  in  good  shape  and  will  furnish  consider¬ 
able  food  if  frost  is  hot  too  early.  Total  rain  in  Aunast  has  been  4,4  inches  or 
within  nearly  2  inches  of  total  for  procoding  12  months.  Livestock  in  fair  to 
excellent  condition.  Recent  rains  will  relievo  immediate  food  situation  but 
considerable  cencoiitratcs  will  have  to  -be  shipped  in.  Ho  forced  shipments  of 
livestock.  Shipments  to  reduce  down  to  ‘winter  food  will  follow  later. 


JUDITH  BASIL:  Precipitation  0.27  inch,.  Cooler.  Gras.o  in  some  cases  is  begining 
to  turn  green  again.  Practically  ’all  of  the  crops  are  harvested  v/ith  the  yields 
varying  from  1/8  bushel,  mostly  around  2  and  3  bushels  per  acre.  Range  conditions 
looking  more  favorable  nov;  ■v‘;ith  the  recent  shov/ers  ami.  indications  are  that  if 
additional  rains  come,  the  r^mge  will  be  much  improyed.  Shiproonts  of  cattle 
cjiitinuo.  Surplus  of  livestock  in  the  county.  Feed  in  much  demand.  Many  offering 
cattle  for  sale.  Grasshojppors  appear  to  bo  reduced  Prcr.i  various  causes  and 
indications  are  that  if  moisture  c or.aiti-.ins  are  fav.:.rablo  for  planting  fa.ll  r/heat 
there  will  not  bo  much  to  fear  from  grasshoppers, 

L^lKF :  No  precipitation.  Hot.  No  wind.  Threshing  and  combining  about  70  percent 
completed.  Yii^lds  vary  a  good  deal  but  the  uvorr  go  sono‘whcat  below  normal.  Peas 
about  all  harvested,  xxverage  yield  about  average  but  about  20  bushels  per  acre 
compared  with  25  in  1935.  Beets  doing  ell.  .  Water  available'  f-or  then  up  to  this 
w‘eok  and  in  some  cases  a  little  later.  Second  cutting  of  alfalfa  a  good  crop  v/ith 
about  2/3  of  it  in  the  stack.  Third  crop  prospects  good  where  first  cr  uos  v/ero 
cut  CL.rly,  Pastures  dry.  Livestock  in  good  shape  considering  pasture  condition. 
Some  going  to  market  Hat  only  a  n-ornal  run. 

LEWIS  &  CLiUK  3R£LJ)waTER :  Normal  temperatures  -  precipitation  ,06  inch  and 
below  normo.l  for  the  week.  G -od  rains  occured-in  S-^uthorii  Broadwater  county. 

Grain  harvesting  and  tnreshing  progressing  satisfact 'orily .  Irrigated  crops  w'here 
water  sufficient  -  generally  in  good  condition.  Dryland  crops  vary  fr'in  nothing 
to  fair.  A  c  .liSiderable  tormago  of  cmicentrates  v;ill  bo  shipped  in  to  offset 
failing  range  grass  and  short  hay  supplies  of  larger  operators. 


LiiiDISON  iilvD  JEFFERSON:  Both  counties  ]iavo  had  several  local  showers  the  past  v/eok. 
Iw.  some  localities  cloud  bursts  have  filled  irrigation  ditches  with  mud,  flooded 
r ‘mds  and  ‘washed  out  bridges.  Crop  conditions  throughout  the  two  ccunties  are 
g'Oiierally  favorable,  with  the  exception  of  those  localities  which  rocoivod  hail 


Aid  clo'ddbursts .  Rains  have  delayed  haying  and  harvesting,  but  are  improving  the 


fall  pasture  and  range.  Livestock  ennditiens  remain  abou 


bi 
t  the 


seme  as  during  the 


previous  week,  a  few‘  additional  sales  .of  surplus  feed  have  been  made'  to  outside 
scoclanon  but  most  of  thw  surplus  range. has  beer.  sold.  Sono  surplus  hay  remains 
.tor  sale,  but  not  very  .ouch  grabs. 


MISSOUH:^:  V/arn  days,  cod  ni.ghts,  no  procipitati on.  Excellent  harvest  weather. 
Threshing  in  full  progress,  about  one  half  completed.  Sugar  boots  .making  good 
growth.  Snill  emount  of'  third  cr'-p  alfalfa  3/et  to  bo  c'at.  Livestock  in  good 
cendition.  ' 


MUSSELSHELL  AIjD  GOLDEN  Vi-aLLSY:  Precipitation  0.50  inch  w'ith  cooler  weather.  No 
v/intor  '.oiicat  being  seeded  ponding  improved  woo.ther  C-’-nditions .  Livestock  situation 
unch_nged. 
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P^^-K:  Nu::iurous  shcv/drs  ani  in  sor.ic  cases  cloudbursts  uero  received  throughout  the 
county.  far  belov/  norn;-l  second  cutting  of  hay  will  be  harvested  this  year. 
Hc^rvesting  bi'  hay  and  grain  is  well  under  nay  in  nost  parts  of  the  ccunty.  Rain 
has  inproved  the  range  outlook  to  sorie  extent.  Drought  and  grasshoppers  have 
reduced  the  range  and  second  cutting  of  hay  so  tiiat  it  nill  be  necessary  to  reduce 
the  norroal  carry  over  of  cattle  by  about  25  percent.  Houevor  the  recent  rains  have 
ir'.proved  the  fall  pasture. 

PHILLIP.  :  Light  rain  covering  .nost  of  county  v;ill  help  feed  situation  slightly, 
ivlo derate  tenperature .  Threshing  of  grain  under  v.'ay  in  irrigated  section.  Yields 
reported  run  fro.n  50  to  of  norr.al.  Sugar  beets  doing  v.-ell,  Bluejoint  hay 
light.  No  change  in  the  livestock  situation.  Thirteen  carloads  shipped  out  to 
pasture  this  ueek.  Continued  r.ovenent  to  .narket.  Too  early  to  deternine  winter 
feed  needs. 

PRalRIE :  V/eathor  has  been  cooler  this  past  uoek.  Trace  of  rain.  No  crop  in  this 
county.  Livestock  continues  to  nove  out  of  tho  ccunty.  Livestock  operators  are  in 
hopes  that  the  cooler  weather  will  start  tlio  thistles  to  growing  so  that  they  can 
get  sor.e  thistle  hay,  or  at  least  pasture. 

RICKLn^D :  Slic;lat  precipitation  d’oring  7;oek,  v.lt.h  nost  of  the  week  cool  and  cloudy. 

V/arnur  last  portion  of  week.  Harvesting  of  grains  practically  conploted.  Corn 
looking  good  and  will  r:ake  considerable  feed.  Many  feeders  bargaining  for  sheep 
for  feeding  this  winter.  Llso  nany  inquiries  for  the  purchasing  of  feed. 

RCCSE'VELT :  rain  cf  .7C  inch  in  tho  sout.heastern  part  of  tho  county  will  help  corn 

and  sone  late  gardens  that  have  boon  kept  alive  by  irrigating.  Grain  harvesting 
co::ipleted.  Some  f amors  still  putting  up  vdioat  and  thistles  for  feed.  Livosttock 
r.iarket  novenent  slov/. 

RCSEBUr :  Scattered  local  s.b-Owers  during  week  kept  dow.n  tenperature,  but  were  not 
sufficient  to  start  any  nev/  groiwth  of  grass  or  food.  Sugar  beets  '■.laking  ncriial 
grov.'th.  Corn  under  irrigation  that  failed  to  fill  because  of  chinch  bugs  dar.iage 
being  cut  for  fodder.  Crderly  iiove.ner.t  of  livestock  to  narket  still  under  way. 

Pinal  adjustn.ent  of  livestock  to  ’..'inter  feed  supplies  will  probably  not  be 
conpleted  for  another  thirty  days. 

SLIDERS :  Precipitation  .16. in  tho  fom  of  a  few  local  showers  of  littlo  value. 

Grain  threshing  well  advanced  with  good  yields  of  winter  v.’heat  and  fair  yields  for 
spring  grains.  Second  cutting  hay  mostly  in  stack  with  good  yields  under  irrigation 
and  very  poor  on  dry  land.  Potatoes  and  truck  crops  fair.  Very  short  cr-ip  of 
alfalfa  and  clover  seed.  Livestock  generally  in  very  good  condition.  Lambs  going 
to  market  with  good  finish.  Extreme  fire  hazard  ovei’  all  forest  area. 

SHBRID.nIi :  Considerably  cooler  latter  part  of  week,  frost  reported  in  parts  of 
county;  light  sprinicle  of  rain.  Harvest  still  in  progress,  nost  farmers  getting 
seed  back.  Some  trouble  from  heating  due  to  heav^'  thistle  growth  after  Tuly  rain. 
Corn  harvest  in  progress.  Y/ill  assure  a  fair  amount  of  food.  Grazing  on  abandoned 
crops  and  making  excellent  gains  in  nost  sections  of  county.  Surplus  labor  absorbed 
by  V<PL.  on  dons  and  road  work.  G3:-as shopper s  plentiful  in  nany  areas  of  county. 

STILLV/nTER :  Weather  ccnsiderably  cooler  for  x^Gst  v.'eok.  Several  good  showers  during 
tho  week,  Sor.ie  harvesting  yet  to  be  done  in  irrigated  sections.  Second  cutting  of 
alfalfa  going  to  make  a  fair  yeild.  Prospects  of  getting  a  third  cutting  good  in 
lower  valley.  Grass  starting  up  again  in  some  sections  follow'ing  showers  of  past 
week.  Livestock  still  moving  out  of  county.  Range  conditions  not  materially  im¬ 
proved  to  date. 

SViEETGRaSS :  Precipitation  -  1.23  inch,  which  is  starting  the  grass  for  fall 
1' 'T.uro .  No  change  in  crop  conditions.  Tho  moisture  received  this  week  is  very 
r  .-ncf i cial  to  the  second  cutting  of  alfalfa.  Livestock  are  still  on  the  Forest 
Reserve  and  from  all  reports  are  doing  well,  -all  livestock  on  the  lower  ranges' 
have  boon  ojoito  generally  .marketed  or  moved  to  fall  and  _w'intor  pasture  in  other 
parts  of  tho  state.  Labor  situation  is  about  normal,  due  to  WPA  projects  now 
arMer  way.  Grasshopper  infestation  is  fairly  eliminated.  Some  infestation  in 
rts  of  the  county  yet. 

TEICNp  Precipitation  0.39  inch  for  week  and  close  to  an  inch  in  tho  northern  part 
of  'the  countya  Rains  stopped  threshing  in  sone  small  areas.  Harvesting  of  crops 
hearing  an  end  v'ith  lots  of  fields  rurniing  from  4  to  5  bushels  and  others  around 
7  and  8  bushels.  Livestock  still  being  moved  to  market.  Considerable  air.ount  going 
to  the  west  coast. 
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TOOLE:  Heav;/  rains  throughout  nost  of  county  early  part  of  the  v/eeh.  Weathor 

cool.  All  harvesting  conplotel.  Yields  20^o  of  norr.ial  on  an  average  throughout 
the  county.  Becont  rains  have  filled  nost  v;ater  holes  and  grass  is  again  start¬ 
ing  out.  This  relieves  thu  cattle  situation  for  a  tiue  and  shipments  will  bo 
delayed, 

V^JLLEY :  Frecipitation,  0,25  inch  for  week.  Harvesting  is  completed  v;ith  yields 
ranging  from  nothing  to  a  maxinur.i  of  8  bushels  in  some  favored  localities  but 
average  for  that  v;hich  was  harvested  is  about  l|-  bushels.  Much  of  the  grain  was 
cut  for  hay.  Cutting  of  blue  joint  hay  is  conpleted  and  also  second  cutting  of 
alfalf„.  S„_ipr.:ont  of  stock  is  becoming  heavier  each  v;eok.  Most  of  the  stock  is 
cattle  and  horses  going  to  nar’cet.  V^-ry  few  sheep  have  been  moved  out  of  the 
county  to  dc-te.  Approxinately  500  men  ai-e  out  working  on  Reseiilemont  dams. 

WFxi  .-rojects  ar-^-  just  commending  and  farmers  are  working  for  any  and  all  kinds 
of  vrork  so  as  to  obtain  money  to  see  them  through  tho  winter. 

Y\fHE^:.TL^xIlD :  Rain  fell  generally  over  the  county  this  wook.  Weather  sor;.ewhat 

cooler.  Due  to  the  rains  the  past  tendaj’s  the  range  ins  soriev;hat  improved  in  the 
county  and  grass  is  beginning  to  gro7/. 

V/IB-iJJX:  Precipitation  in  nearly  all  parts  of  tho  county,  with  considerable  hail. 
Rainfall  at  V/ibaux  ,70  inch.  S  me  parts  reporting  l-g-  inches.  R;hn  improved  stock 
water  conditions.  Rain  nay  also  grow  thistles  and  increase  winter  feed  sux-)ply. 
'With  present  price  of  hay  very  few  cr.ttle  can  be  kept  over  vrinter.  The  cattle 
left  on  farms  are  still  in  good  condition.  Buttorfat  production  has  been  greatly 
reduced  because  of  selling  cows  and  short  pastures  and  ranges  and  no  hay.  Fomors 
which  were  getting  as  high  as  coO.OO  per  m.onth  income  from  buttorfat  are  not 
getting  any  income  now,  Sr.oopmen  are  also  in  a  bc.d  position  and  some  arc  trying 
to  liquidL.te.  Ver  few  pigs  v.'ill  be  fed  out.  M.;st  of  the  pigs  h...vo  boon  sold  west 
as  feeders. 

'YELLOwSTOKE :  Unsettled,  cooler,  with  showers.  .40  of  an  inch  precipitation  at 
Billings.  Scattered  showers  received  during  the  past  week  of  benefit  to  pastures 
and  range  grass  in  some  areas,  but  i.ore  moisture  needed  to  insure  growth.  In 
non-irrigi.ted  districts,  little  winter  wheat  planted  but  farmers  largely  are 
awaiting  additional  moisture.  In  irrigated  districts,  harvest  of  beans  started 
with  indications  that  harvest  v/ill  bo  in  full  swing  next  week.  Some  er.rly  corn 
is  also  being  harvested  and  some  late  second  cutting  of  alfalfa.  Some  improvement 
in  range  districts.  St-.ck  water  supply  improved. 
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